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MUJAHEDIN WANT SAM-7'S TO STOP HELICOPTER ATTACKS, LOSSES 
Hamburg DIE ZEIT in German 25 Sep 81 p 3 


[Article by Aernout van Lynden: “Rebels Against the Russians--12 Weeks With the 
Afghan Resistance Fighters"™] 


[Text] Im Afghanistan, the resistance is engaging the Soviet 
forces in heavy fighting. Aernout van Lynden is a Dutch 
journalist who has spent 12 weeks with the mujahedin in Af- 
ghanistan. He conclusion: The rebels cannot win the war. 


Finally we had reached the valley. The sunset glow was lying over the steeply 
rising mountain chains in the west. The men had returned home from the fields. 
Small columns of smoke were rising above the villages--a sure sign of supper being 
prepared. We slowed down as we approached the village where we intended to spend 
the night. A welcome change! We had marched 14 to 16 hours a day, and had done so 
4 days in a row, to cross the mountains of eastern Afghanistan. I was finished. 


Only 10 days before, in the Pakistani provincial town of Peshawar, where six iead- 
ing Afghan resistance organizations had established their headquarters, a commander 
of the strict Islamic Khalis faction of the Hezb—e-Islami had made us the offer to 
accompany him on his return journey to Afghanistan. I had accepted. Five days 
later, having meanwhile become familiar with my pseudonym "Nadrang™ and the un- 
usual dress, I joined 50 mujahedin-—fighters of God--on a sticky brightly painted 
bus. In 11 hours it took us to the border town of Parachinar. There our track to 
Afghanistan began. 


If one wants to pass the many police stations in Pakistan unmolested, it is ad- 
visable to dress in Afghan clothes-—-wide pajamalike trousers, flowing long shirts, 
a sleeve-less jacket and a round Nuristani cloth cap. In Afghanistan too it is 
better not immediately to stand out as a foreigner. 


At first glance the green valley with its peaceful villages and the houses with 
their loam walls did not look at all like the rebel fortress Commander Abdul Haq 
had told us about. But on the very first day after our arrival I came to know 
better. Eighty men equipped with the most varied arms had gathered on the village 
square framed by trees. "We are in luck,” said Abdul, showing his excitement. The 
mujahedin who lived here were about to leave to attack a Soviet transport on the 
Kabul-Jalabad road. We were to accompany them. Done was the hope for some rest, 
however brief.... 











The next day, shortly after noon, the rebels attacked, about 30 kilometers east 
of Kabul. A couple of Russian armored personnel carriers had become visible in 
the turn of the road. The guerrillas fired at them from their hiding places with 
three bazookas. Immediately the machineguns mounted on the vehicles opened fire, 
firing blindly at the edges of the mountains. There was no escape, however. 


A Gruesome Scene 


Seconds later, both vehicles lay in the ditch on the side of the road with their 
wheels pointing upward. One grenade after another was still hitting the wrecks. 
Dirty black smoke pervaded the gorge. A couple of heavily laden trucks, their 
engines aflame, came to a rumbling halt. 


And then, in a gruesome scene, the Afghans vented all their hate cf the Russians who 
had occupied their country. Two Soviet soldiers who had survived the attack were 
creeping from one of the armored personnel carriers. One of them, evidently still 
in shock, climbed up the incline toward the road. No sooner had he reached it than 
his body was torn apart by machinegun fire. His comrade met with a more horrible 
end. Two guerrillas, coming out of their hiding places, each lifted up a piece 

of rock and then, fired up by shouts of "Allah-u-akbar" (God is powerful) by their 
comrades, had the rocks come down on the skull of the huddled soldier. Not quite 

5 minutes had passed since the convoy had turned up, and the rebels had vanished in 
the mountains again. 


This attack and other fighting I witnessed later on the plains north of Kabul 

showed me taat as soon as they have modern weapons the rebels can face successfully 
the excellently equipped Soviet troops against whom they were helpless a year ago. 
Most of the guerrillas whom I encountered during my 2 and 1/2 months in Afghanistan- 
were armed with the standard Soviet Kalashnikov AK-47, while last year they still 
carried old fashioned Lee-Enfield carbines and hunting rifles. Above all, every 
mujahedin group has one or two Russian launching platforms for antitank grenades. 
They know how to handle that equipment. 


Where do these arms come from? I saw a lot of Kalashnikovs and antitank ammunition, 
partly still packed in plastic with Chinese and Egyptian labeling, which the mu- 
jahedin commanders admitted had been supplied to the rebels in Pakistan. In addi- 
tion to Chinese and Egyptian arms, the resistance fighters took delivery of some 
Kalashnikovs, antitank rocket launchers and other weapons of Russian origin which 
are freely available commercially in Fakistan. But judging by all that I saw and 
heard, most Soviet arms were conquered in fighting or had been taken by the many 
thousand deserters from stores of the Afghan Army. 


The U.S. journalist Carl Bernstein, who became famous for having uncovered the 
Watergate scandal, recently wrote in THE NEI‘ REPUBLIC that the CIA was coordinating 
a five-nation aid program for the Afghan resistance. Primarily it was aiming at 
procurement of urgently needed SAM-7 surface-to-air missiles. Maybe some sort of 
air program exists, with Pakistan, the United States, Egypt, China and Saudi Arabia 
having a hand in it, but it is precisely SAM-7's--and antiaircraft weapons alto- 
gether--that the mujahedin lack. During my trips through those areas in which the 
rebels are best organized and armed, I found no indication, and did not even hear 

a rumor, of resistance groups having as much as a single piece of launching equip- 
ment for antiaircraft missiles. 











No Cure Against Helicopters 


In order not to repeat the mistake by the Americans in Vietnam, the Soviets limit 
their operations to main roads and large valleys. In the process they predominantly 
employ armored vehicles and combat helicopters, in which their personnel are ex- 
posed to the least danger. During the attack on the Kabul-Jalabad road, it turned 
out, however, that tanks and armored personnel carriers are ro longer invulnerable 
weapons immune to guerrilla attack. It is only the combat helicopters that are 
virtually immune. Time and again we witnessed the enormous destructive power of 
the Mi-24 helicopters equipped with bombs, rockets and three heavy machineguns. 


It is the villages that suffer most from them. True, the thick loam walls of the 
houses prove amazingly solid, but I saw only few villages without craters or ruins. 


Disgruntled, the Afghans wonder why no one is helping them out with arms with 
which they can defend themselves against those miracle flying machines of modern 
Russian war technology. Western military experts agree that employment of SAM-7's 
drastical’y changed the course of the war in Vietnam, and they think that the same 
thing could happen in Afghanistan. 


Incidentally, the control by the Soviets of the main roads and the big valleys is 
not all that great. During the second week of my stay in Afghanistan I was taken 
along to the Province of Parvan, to a plain about 60 kilometers north of Kabul. 

To my surprise we marched to the very center of the plain, no more than 3 to 5 kilo- 
meters from Bagram Airport, the second most important Soviet military airport in 
the country. Here the rebels cannot anywhere flee into nearby mountains if the 
Soviets launch a surprise attack. But that does not seem to bother the men. 


Actually we had started toward Bagram to witness a bigger event--an attack on the 
neighboring town of Charikar and on the Soviet armored units guarding the Salang 
road connecting Kabul with the Soviet Union. It did not come to that. 


Instead I was able to watch from very close by the cruel fighting that had broken 
out north of Bagram between various other rebel groups-—-disputes by rival units 
which have impeded the resistance against the Marxist regime in Kabul since the 
beginning of the fighting. 


The fighting is taking place primarily between the two parties of the fundamentalists-- 
the other faction of Hezb-e-Islami, led by Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, and the Jamiat-e- 
Islami. Village elders tried to mediate. They were appalled by Muslims fighting 
Muslims and also afraid that other groups m‘ht become involved in the fighting. 

I witnessed such a mediation meeting in a mosyve near the airport. 


The day before, fighting had erupted between Hekmatyar and Jamiat. The shooting 
lasted the whole night. At dawn the Russians attacked. Six helicopters fired 
with rockets and machineguns on the small town of Mahmoud-e-Rhaqi, and then 10 MIG- 
21 jets bombed the place for 10 minutes, razing it. 


In the afternoon the village elders, old men with long white beards and gaunt faces 
shuffled into the tree-surrounded year of the mosque. They were followed by younger 
people, ammunition belts slung over their shoulders, pistols striking against their 
hips, holding AK-47 automatic rifles. The gathering quickly turned into the kind 








of palaver the Afghans seem to be especially fond of. Fifty men were taking at 
the same time. Only seldom did one or the other commander manage to make himself 
heard and to make known his opinion. The Jamiat commander stated that he saw no 
sense in further fighting. The leader of the Hekmatyar, on the other hand, per- 
sisted in his aim to drive all Jamiat people from the region. In broken English 
he told me: “Jamiat no right here; belong to me." 


This remark reveals the cause of all these factional fights-—-personal rivalries 
between various leaders and local commandants. What is at stake is regional 
hegemony--to be able to state in the Pakistani border camps and before all the 
world, "My party is in complete control of the territory." 


On the third morning after our arrival in the hills of Paghman, northwest of Kabul, 
where the rich citizens of the Afghan capital used to have their weekend houses 

and mansions, rain clouds were hanging heavily over the land. The wind was shaking 
the open windows. This did not bother the 14 men who were sitting in a large 
circle on the floor attentively taking their orders from Abdul Haq. Their appear- 
ance startled me: they did not look at all like the rebels normally did. Soon 

I hit on it: the men were wearing their hair cut short and radiated the kind of 
authority I had not previously seen among Afghans. 


A couple of men were about to leave the room when Abdul turned to me and said, 
"You'll be interested; these are army officers; would you like to ask them some- 
thing?” Of course I did. I asked when these men had left the army. The reply 
amazed me: "What do you mean, left? They are officers on active duty.” 


Exemplary Security 


The 14 noticed by doubts. One after the other pulled out his service ID. The 
ID's were in blue plastic covers. Then the senior officer--a colonel--offered to 
take me along to Kabul. 


Kabul? Surely not. Did that mean that there was no truth to the reports about 
strict Soviet security controls? And where was I to spend the night there? None 
of those questions seemed to bother the officers. And the day after, I sat con- 
fortably in the back of a jeep en route to Kabul, with two officers, this time in 
uniform, occupying the front seats. I spent 6 days in the city. Four committed 
civil servants provided me with lodging and told me the truth about the urban 
guerrillas in the capital. 


The “urban mujahedin™ live a kind of double life. The men I met work in the minis- 
tries during the day, but in the afternwon and at night direct all their energy 
against the government which pays their salaries. This is not without danger. The 
security measures are strict, with innumerable roadblocks, and there are constant 
threats of sudden and very thorough searches of houses. 


My hosts told me that their efforts were limited to sudden attacks. Organization 
is tight, security exemplary. No unit has more than eight members, and all have at 
least two stores of arms. No group knows the real names of the members of other 


groups. 








In all, I spent more than 7 weeks with the mujahedin in Paghman, in close proximity 
of the communist power center in Afghanistan. 


In the past year the resistance movement has managed to keep its owm in such a 

dangerous territory with extreme circumspection. While I was there, all of five 
Soviet attempts to drive away the rebels failed. At the same time the resistance 
fighters attacked the Russian guards posted around the capital night after nigh. 


Ten days after having returned from Kabul we started again on our way back to 
Pakistan. After walking 38 hours for 3 days, we reached the valley where we had 
started out. I was appalled by what I saw. One morning, we found out eight Russian 
helicopters had bombed the village a full 6 hours. A total of 22 villagers had 
died, and 35 had been wounded. Of course such attacks destroy the internal struc- 
ture of a small rural community. The survivors left their homeland and fled to 
Pakistan--just as 2 million of their compatriots had done before then. 


The mass flight is making the fight of the rebels increasingly difficult. Most 
refugees are from the eastern provinces which the mujahedin must cross when they 
return from Pakistan. The villages are vital, providing accomodations and food but, 
above all, through their inhabitants, information about Russian and Afghan troop 
movements. Ome more reason why the Soviets attack these villages. Having recog- 
nized the problem, the Khalis party has ordered a group of mujahedin to stay in 

the hinterland, cultivate the soil and control the area. 


Despite all devastations and havoc, despite the hammering air attacks, the morale 
of the resistance fighters has not been broken. In fact it is improving all the 
time. Moscow miscalculated when it sent its armed forces into the country to sup- 
port a government which is largely unpopular. In the 20 months of Russian occupa- 
tion, the Afghan Army has shrunk from 80,000 to no more than 20,000. This prompted 
the Karmal government a short time ago to call up all reservists under 35. And 
the Russians have to send increasing numbers of infantry into the plains. Their 
losses have increased steadily in the past year. Moreover the remaining 20,000 
men of the Afghan Army are being made insecure by officers and comrades maintaining 
close contact with the rebels. I met 28 officers on active duty who were under the 
direct command of Abdul Haq. They were seeing to communications and smuggled arms. 


Nevertheless there is nothing to indicate that the guerrillas will be able to win 
this war. Abdul Haq admitted openly: "We are only guerrillas. They are a super- 
power. We know that. And we also know that the war may last 20 or 30 years. In 
the meantime we will be able to smash their armor and hold out against infantry 
attacks. But we have nothing with which to defend ourselves against the helicopters 
and fighter bombers. Nevertheless we will not give up, for we are fighting for 

our country and for Islan.” 


8790 
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"ELECTION’ WITHOUT "MARTYRDOM' CONSIDERED IMPOSSIBLE 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 4 Oct 81 pp 1,2 


[Text] At 6:30 when we went to the polls to vote we thought it was over at 
first, especially here in the Narmak and Tehran Pars area where there were no 


longer enough people to require a line. 


When we stepped into the House of God, however, we saw a crowd stavding in 1 

the last minutes of daylight on Friday just before the dusk prayer and the blessed 
call to prayer. We were completely surprised to see the line of voters longer 
than it was the last tiwe, even though it was 5 p.m. when we came to the same 
polling place to vote last time and yet the line was shorter. 


News and illustrated and non-illustrated reports from other parts of Tehran‘ also 
reported the same phenomenon and some of them at least relate the same extent of 


public reception and ardor and joy that was>present the Asst: time. 


The Imam’s words involuntarily come to my mind at this point, when he said "they 
say so-and-so is consoling the people, but the people are consoling us, I'm not 
consoling them. The people are consoling us with their meetings, demonstrations, 
and marches. It is our judgement that this is the case, and that our great masses 
give us all hope every time with their united presence not only in our marches and 
funeral processions, but at elections and fateful plebescites as well. To the 
officials, to the leaders, to themselves, and to the oppressed who are their 
marching companions on theother side of our borders, they grant assurance, pride, 
and power. 





An important point that can be seen and evaluated especially in these two great and 
vital elections, the election of the previous president (Raja‘i) and the present 
president is that the propaganda from the united counterrevolutionary front was 
intense and reached the highest possible levels, so as to create anxiety in the 
minds of some, and in the minds of some of us there was the fear that, God forbid, 
all this propaginada, accusations, fabricating of the news, and counterrevolutionary 
promises and threats might finally have some effect, howewer small, and cause 

some people to be cold and indifferent. An important point, however, is that 
every time election day was near there was an amazing outburst in which the blood 
of many of our dear ones was spilled. 


Of course we know that the Moslem nation of Iran has identified its own path and 
that of its leader, and they v.te on this basis, ridiculing the rumours of cursed, 








ousted mercenaries like Bakhtiar, Rajavi, the power seekers, Bani Sadr, Madani, 
Nazieh, as well as the howling that comes out of their evil radio voiceboxes, and 
they cover the views expressed by members of the united counterrevolutionary front, 
which constantly come from the voiceboxes of the Voice of America, the BBC, the 
radio of the occupying regime, radio Cologne, radio Baghdad, and Oveysi and 
Bakhtiyar's radio, with derision. 


Despite this, it cannot be denied that prior to every important “election” 

important “martyrdoms” have also taken place. It is as if God the great, God the 
transformer of circumstances, granted special attention and grace to these wonderful 

events. It is as if every plebescite and election has the necessary capital, , 
activating power, lustre, nourishment, and blood before it begins. Blood must be 
spilled at the foot of every election, and we heve sacrificed with every change. 

God does not give his bounty even to his beloved Prophet without sla:zhtering. 


We all remember how, after Bani Sadr, known to the people as "the second Shah," 
was deposed, even though the faith, recognition of the truth, and revolutionary 

zeal of the people, especially in those first fateful days, had been proven, some 
expressed concern that the number of voters in the second election for the second 
president might not be as high as desired, which is tc say more than that of the 
first election. ; 


This time the desired figure wes more than that famous 11 million! 


The election of the second president was barely over when suddenly the tragedy of 
an unprecedented explosion at party headquarters and the merciliess and savage 
slaughter of 73 oppressed martyrs took place. 


This tragedy even shook some of the revolutionary government's opponents, brought 
some indifferent people out of their so-called neutrality, and changed the 
atmosphere of society with indescribable swiftness. It was if warm running blood 
had been poured into a dried-out body. The veins came out of their places like 
roots, came to life, and fresh blood flowed. 


Therefore, a very high price was paid for iaja‘i's election. Before this great 
and historic election a man of Beheshti's great stature was sacrificed as an 
oppressed martyr. It can be said that what happened after the counting of the 
votes was his pure blood oozing out drop by drop, as well as that of 73 others. 

A short time before the tragedy at party headquarters Dr Mostafa Chamrean also went 
the way of the martyr. Dear Khameneh'i also, despite the fact that, happily, he — 
remained alive--and we thank God from the bottom of our hearts for this blessing-- 
went to the edge of martyrdom and back and is thus today a true testimony of 
"Living martyrdoa.” 


As for the third election, Khameneh’i's election last Friday, the same story was 
repeated again. On the eve of the election, first, as we all know, there was 
the sickening, bloodcurdling murder of Ayatollah Madani, the devout scholar of 
Tabriz. Then there was the tragedy of themartyrdom of that vociferous crusader, 
Hojjatoleslam Hashemi Nezhad in Mashhad, and we were again confronted by a sudden 
momentous event. The suspicious and mysterious crash of a military airplane and 
the martyrdom of mre than 30 people, including Major General Fallahi, Brigadier 














General Namju, Brigadier General Fakuri, brother Kolahduz (deputy commander of the 
revolutionary guard), brother Jahan Ara (commander of the revolutionary guards of 
Khorramshahr) was a repetition of the tragic explosion at party headquarters, 

of course on a different level with different dimensions. The importance of this 
event will be noticed and emphasized when it is made clear that it took place 
simultaneously with the timely invasion of Damshan by the combative forces of the 
army and the revolutionary guards and the intensification of their strikes to regain 
the occupied portion of Khorramshahr. 





Both on the eve of the previous election and on the eve of this election, people 
may ask, why was it this way? The martyrdom cf Beheshti was a great and regret- 
table loss. The martyrdom of the commanders of the fighting forces is a great and 
insufferable sorrow, which, God forbid, could possibly turn into a psychological 
advantage for the enemy and a psychological setback for the forces of Islam. It 
has not turned out that way, however, and it must not. Rather, it has been just 
the opposite. It appears that the martyrdom of these people was a necessity. It 
insured the revolution. It gave the "election" power, greatness, and luminosity, 
It was an election that vindicated Islam and the most genuine and highest divine 
values. 


The word "election" has its roots in the word "elect," and this very divine 
blessing is the greatness of human beings. Whatever we are comes from this power 
of choice. It is through choice that human beings build the world, history, and 
themselves. It is through choice that every human being can create heaven or hell 
for himself, both in this world and the next. "Elections" are also a manifesta- 
tion of this same great blessing and a draught from the same sea. Such an 
election, then, must be made possible with blood. 


God would not have chosen Abraham without the sacrifice of Isma‘il. Jesus would 
not have gone to the heavenly kindgom without going the way of the sacrifice. He 
would not have chosen John without him being beheaded, nor Zakaria without him 
being cut in half, nor Mohammed without all his fighting and sacrifice, nor, 
finally, Hosayn ibn ‘Ali (Peace be upon him) without seventy sacrifices, 


If you think about Raja'i's election, every vote can be seen as a drop of blood 
that was spilled at the feet of the "election," just as was done in this election 
of Khameneh'i, who has placed every cell of his precious being in the position and 
office of the presidency of the republic. Every ballot cast can be seen as the 
drops of blood of the "sacrifices of the elction." We are sure that Khameneh'i 

is immersed with all his being in these same blessed feelings and thus we will 
never regard the blood of Beheshti, Montazeri, Madani, Hashemi Nezhad, nor the 
blood of Namju, Fallahi, Kolahduz, and Fakuri as spilled in vain. 


0 God! At every turn the necessary "sacrifices" have been made for these 
"elections." The people have voted. You also, accept this sacrifice from our 
nation. You alsc, choose us! 


9310 
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IRAN PLEDGES TO SUPPORT EGYPT IN ESTABLISHING ISLAMIC RULE 


Tehran ETTELA'AT INTERNATIONAL in English 14 Oct 81 pp 1-2 


[Text ] 





The man who lived in jolation from reality 
finally paid dearly for his in search of peace”. 
With his death a peace agreement signed between a 
tae abe “government” is Yes, Sadat is 
no more. his funeral took place in complete 
secrecy in Cairo. Perhaps if such a 








sending off ceremony 
had not been organized for him and if three previous U.S. 
Presidents had not participated in his 








among the world 
leaders tells us still more. Even those kings and presidents 
who gave full support for the traitorous projects of Sadat 
did not dare come to Cairo to pay tribute to the memory of 
their great ally. Why? This one word question has 
thousands of reasons and answers and the most 








tant one is that the people ave angry with them in the 


Islamic World. 
porte te ete gene ot an aap 
dictator but it is the death of a current. American, as well 





from 
the Arab World. Because all those who follow 
are forced to reconsider the situation when it is too late the 
daily Ma’ariv writes “With Sadat’s death the one man 
one state agreement is put to danger again”. With Sadat 
the west had decided t take revenge on Nasser. 
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FEMALE DEPUTY DISCUSSES KORANIC, REVOLUTIONARY ROLES OF WOMEN 
Tenran ETTELA'AT in Persian 14 Sep 81 pp 15, 2 
[Text] [Interview with A'zam Taleqani, Tehran Majles representative } 


I do not know why whenever the conversation turns to women and 
their duties, everyone expects this discussion to be the result of 
a historic day or the birth of women leaders in Islam. Perhaps one 
of the reasons which has prevented us from seeing the role of 
women in society is this very unfounded point of view. One of the 
steps towards the womens’ rights is this very role of women in 
society. The women of this country, with their initiative and 
resistance against the Shah's regime, proved their worthiness and 
capability throughout the revolution, and they are not in need of 
any sort of role assignments from others. It seems, however, 

that after the triumph of the initial phases of the revolution, 
and now that we are in the rebuilding phase, we are witnessing 
some carelessness with regard to this. Therefore, at the level of 
newspapers and newspaper publishing, which truly reflect reality 
and point out solutions to problems, we have come in confrontation 
with the issue of women, and the problem of how to shoulder a 
certain amount of the responsibility of presenting it. As a 
beginning, we have decided to interview several of society's 
influential women. As you can see, our present interview is with 
Ms A'zam Taleqani, Tehran representative in the Majles, in which 
several questions have been raised about women from the point of 
view of ideology, society, end politics. 


Question: How does the Koran see women? What are the duties that the Koran 
designates primarily for women? 


Ms Taleqani: In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate. Your question is 
really twofold, one concerning the Koran's view of women in general, and another 
what are the duties the Koran designates primarily for women? The Koran presents 
the woman as a human being beside a man. It does not present the man as one thing 
and the woman as another, it considers both, from the sta ‘point of essence, as 
human beings, and this can be easily seen in the Surah of Women, The Family of 
‘Imran, and the Clans. It says in the Surah of Women: 
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“Oh mankind, you spouse has been truly created with you from one single soul. He/ 
she and you have not been created separately from any other thing. You are both 
from one single soul. Then you as men and women from a single soul have been 
scattered over the earth.” It thus shows that this essence was of one primary 
substance. It was really a single cell which multipled and generated a man and a 
woman, and thus two beings who form a single entity were created. 


When the Surah of the Clans says: "we offered faith to the sky, the earth, and the 
mountains, and they all rejected it. Only human beings accepted it," this is 

talk in general terms, these things are discussed generically. Therefore, prophecy 
and faith among the people are really to be interpreted as the responsibility of 
both man and woman. In any case, most verses, in discussing prophecy, responsibility 
and creation, speak of human beings, and not or women as such. 


In another verse we have it that "We will give a pure life to whoever does good 
work, whether man or woman," provided, of course, that they are believers. 


Therefore, gender is not a factor when it comes to one's Islamic obligation. Both 
sides must discharge this obligation. The form of the obligation, however, varies in 
different situations and under various conditions, though the Koran, Islam, a woman, 
like a man, is considered human, responsible, committed, and faithful. 


There is no mention of superiority for either of them. Piety is the only standard 
for superiority. 


In other places where the superiority of men and women over one another is mentioned, 
greater obligations are designated in some matters. Take finances, for example. 

Since a man is better able to do society's harsh jobs because of his physical 
attributes, and to do hard work outside the home, he is better able to pay for things. 
This is why he takes the responsibility of managing for a woman's material needs. 


Therefore, if we hear a Tradition or a story somewhere that wants to attribute 
overall superiority to man over woman, or woman over man, or to belittle women for 
example, on the basis of the science of Tradition, we cannot accept the belittlement 
of woman in relation to man, because every Tradition and story must be based on the 
Koran, reason, consensus, and the Traditions of the Prophet. If we read something 
somewhere that does not correspond to the Koran, our reason, our Traditions, and 
the views of the religious scholars, we do not accept it. 


Woman's Obligations in Islamic History 


From the day the prophecy of the prophets began and the imams emerged, we see how 
much greater is the woman's burden of obligation than is man's. How, if we consider 
the matter of superiority, overall you can see that a woman is a producer. She is 

a producer of human beings and an economic producer. 


At the same time this production must be linked with training and being constructive. 
Her basic role, then, is really that of fashioning human beings. The work and the 
prophecy of the prophets took place on this basis. Producing human beings, training 
human beings, and guiding human beings are not simple tasks, they are the work of 

the primary teacher of a human being, and a teacher in general. The woman is thus 
presented as a teacher and an educator, and she must train human beings both from 
the point of view of the body and of the mind. 
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For this reason, she must remain detached from the discomforts, the conflicts, the 
agitation, and the difficulties that afflict the process of training her children, 
so far as this is possible, in order to give priority to this responsibility, 
and then, along with this responsibility, she can carry out other obligations. 


Apart from obligation, again we see that the faces of women is discussed in the 
Koran, the faces of positive women, the faces of negative women, the faces of 
faithrul women, even the faces of corrupt women, whom the Koran groups with those 
who deserve divine punishment. 


On the one hand we have Hagar, Asiyeh, and Mary. As you know, Hagar is an emigrant 
who found the revolution of Abraham, the revolution of unity. The area around 
Mecca is revitalized because of this person. Therefore, we see that women have a 
basic role in completing the revolution. 


Now that they are asking why women did not become prophets, I can easily show 
indications from the Koran that women train the prophets. There must be a good 
reason for that. We see that it is Mary who brought up Jesus. Who is Jesus? 

Jesus is a prophet. Alongside these positive faces, however, we see negative faces 
such as that of the wife of Abu Lahab [both Abu Lahab and his wife were among the 
Prophet's enemies], of whom the Koran says, "And his wife, the wood-carrier, will 
have upon her neck a halter of palm-fibre." This woman's burden of sorrow is to 
bring firewood and build fires. She is a firewood carrier, and she stokes the 
fires of Hell. She wants to whip up flames and cause trouble, and to incite her 
man against God. 


Of course Abu Lahab himself is ready. The two of them together bring wickedness to 
perfection. ' 


In any case, from the conclusion that can be drawn from history, religious law, 

the verses of the Koran, a knowledge of human beings and a knowledge of women 

drawn from the Koran, we see that she is a being that is human, whose burden of 
responsibility is much heavier than a man's. Her readiness and tolerance in the 

face of difficulties is greater, and with the greatest possible amount of forbearance 
under her belt, she rebuilds the system. Therefore, she must not give birth and 

then step aside. She must give direction to her children, and really, with one 

hand she must rock the cradle and she must turn the wheels of society with the other. 


Question: What, in general, has been the role of women in the course of the world's 
revolution? Give some historical examples. 


A'zam Taleqani: In the history of Islam, in the revolution that Imam Hoseyn started, 
you see that it is Zeynab who completes this revolution. By the same token, after 
the Prophet's death, the responsibility of completing the Prophet's mission falls to 
Fatemeh, because after the Prophet Fatemeh Zahra felt the obligation, because she is 
not just the Prophet's daughter. Thus she must continue on the path that the 
Prophet traveled. She must take responsibility and watch the situation with her 
eyes and ears in order to explain every deviation. It is she who completed the 
revolution. Then you see that Zeynab completes this revolution. Apart from these 
responsibilities, other responsibilities also fall on the shoulders of women. 


1) 








Even in Mottahari‘s book of stories of the righteous, we read that the Prophet 
brought 10-11 year-old girls to the field of battle to look after and nurse the 
wounded. Women played a part in all the wers and raids. If they did not go to the 
front lines, they were behind the lines. Since their responsibilities are very 

heavy, they must be protected and preserved. Therefore, they do not go to the 

front to be more quickly destroyed. They must remain, in order to continue fulfilling 
their responsibilities. 


In order to continue the movement. In the course of other revolutions also, in 
general, so far as I recall, women have a basic role in the Algerian revolution, in 
carrying news and weapons, providing facilities and shelter, and other activities. 
Most important is our comrade-in-arms Jamileh Bu Pasha, with whom I once spoke when 
she came to Tehran. She said, before we began this revolutionary movement, that is 
the uprising against French imperialism in Algeria, which also had Islamic roots, 

the commander of one of the battalions was a woman, who was killed. Women continued 
fighting later in the same way throughout the Algerian revolution, albeit on every 
sort of occasion and under all conditions. I do not want to say that we must discard 
Islamic principles, because these very Islamic principles are the foundation of the 
revolution. In order to carry on revolutionary tasks we must not discard Islamic 
principles and then justify it. I cannot accept this. Islamic principles must be 
preserved in every revolution. The struggle must be carried on with these principles 
in view. One may not turn away from the principles, because the very turning away from 
the principles is really a blow to the revolution. 


Women also had a great role in the revolutions of Cuba and Vietnam. None of them 
are on the sidelines. In Cuba, Russia, and in the great French revolution, there 
are women who had active roles. In Vietnam, which is the most recent of all, many 
women fought alongside the Viet Cong, and suffered and resisted a great deal. Today 
they work shoulder to shoulder with the men as insiders in the activities of society. 
Thus a woman, who is a responsible human being, cannot be dispensed with in any 
revolution. 


Question: To what extent have women been pioneers and innovators in the Islamic 
revolution of Iran? 


A'zam Taleqani: Im relation to the Iranian revolution in this past century, there 
was the Tobacco Rebellion, which was directed against English colonialism. And in 
reality there is the Razhi proclamation, in which women have a fundamental role, 
women are active. In the beginning of the Constitutional Revolution women were 
also active, women were killed, women bore arms, and this movement is a movement 
which follow the others. Especially in the Iranian revolution that propounds 
Islamic ideology and mobilizes men in the same way, earlier than that, it also 
mobilized the women and we see that in the past we had many women imprisoned, and 
many women tortured. We were not lacking for sisters and mates of all kinds, we had 
many of them, and then during that year which was the peak of the uprising, these 
women had a fundamental role up ahead of the men, babes in their arms and on their 
shoulders, in these marches, in these demonstrations, in giving form to these 
demonstrations, in giving them greatness, and in encouraging the men. 


After the revolution, the women are again in the center of the activity. There are 
various faces in different places. They have been given room and they are busy 
working, at everything from working at the front to sewing blankets. procuring food 
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supplies, and giving their children, loved ones, and husbands to God. In my view, 
however, with all these examples of those rights that the government ought to find 
for them at the very least, the:re is much left undone, and women have not attained 
their rights completely and as a group, because all women had a role in this 
revolution and have done all this suffering. Of course, they do not want a reward, 
but they demand the justice of getting their rights. This must be given to then, 
because it is their right. Remember the Imam's recommendation that you must give 
women their rights because women are oppressed in the Iranian family. We are waiting 
for officials who will address themselves to the anxiety and discomfort of women. 
Truly, with the suffering that women have endured, they must be given their rights. 
Women have shown that they are deserving. It remains for these officials, who must 
now give them their rights. If they do not, they are officials, and they must give 
an answer. If we want to air grievaices in this regard, I have much to say. Where 
can a woman go who lives 20 or 30 years in her husband's home until he divorces her, 
and what can she do? 


Her children have grown up and have gone away. Now that she is old and needs care, 
they abandon her. Even if they are ready to give her some money, she cannot have a 
place with security. When these people are not given an income, what do our courts 
really do? They punish the man. Or only the man can divorce his wife. I cannot 
Say too much. They may say that Islam has ordered that if a man does not provide 
his wife with an income, they must be separated. But if a man has money and an 
income, shouldn't they take some of the money and give it to her? If he does not 
have it, a job should be created for him. If he has it, then they ought to take 
some of his money and give it to her. This continual divorce, separation, and 
scattering of families is not enough. The woman must be protected from the 
standpoints of material, mental, and emotional matters. This is very important. 

If the children develop complexes, the next generation will have children, the 
daughter and the son will marry and the same complex will be reflected in the next 
family. These are thus matters to which officials must direct their actention. 
Don't say that these problems are a group of separate prcblems. These matters are 
important, because the family is important. Because the family if the real core 
of society. 


Question: Why are our young girls participating in political groups which are active 
in creating disturbances? Is the participation of young girls in these groups 

the result of extensive ideological studies or is it purely because of shortcomings 
in society and family, and is there a strong emotional side to this? 


A'zam Taleqani: I think this is a feature of the revolution. When the revolution 
happened, an environment conducive to the cultivation of capabilities was formed. 

So far there has been disproportionate development, and something must be done now. 
On the one hand, the social climate has developed politically. The political 

growth of society, in comparison with its ideological growth, is more advanced. 
Meaning, Iranian society has not developed ideologically since the revolution, 
relative to political development, of course, because political development is 

much more evolved than is ideological development. That is, orthodox doctrine and 
political policy have not moved together. Society's political climate, especially ~ 
for women, is something in which women participate. Girls at the ages of 14, 15, 
and 16 are automatically going through puberty. It is an empty phase, and they want 
to destroy what they have obtained up until now, and replace it with a new edifice. 














This edifice has and has had a direct relationship with the country's officials and 
the administrators of every organization and department, and especially teachers 

and officials in the schools and mothers and fathers, who are very responsible, 
because if a teacher and a mother and a father can fill this emptiness, there is no 
need of filling it through others. When this emptiness is not filled, however, 
someone who realizes that a void exists will fill it. My conscience and my being 
are much concerned from an Islamic and humanitarian standpoint about why our young 
peopie are turning out this way. Why is this blood being spilled on both sides? 
Notice that these young revolutionary guards are being killed for love, and the same 
goes for the youths who are caught by them. This is really disturbing, and I find 
it tormenting. I am expressing my hope for their success everywhere, and I have also 
told officials that I am ready to do anything I can. In any case I have said many 
times to the teachers that I have encountered and even when I was an educator myself 
that we must do something to get these young girls on the right track, because it is 
mostly young girls who are active in this, and the young men are not involved to 
this extent. It is these young girls who want to build a new edifice in their own 
minds. It is here that we must look after them with various tactics, and in this 
instance the Islamic method is the best method. I am on the side of the school 
officials, the teachers, the institutions, and the father and mothers. When I have 
seen that a girl has come home late, instead of the father and mother asking her 
why she has come home late they whip her. It is not the fault of the father and 
mother. They must be taught to look always for the cause and to fill this void 

with the program that officials give them in order that in this way they will not 

be drawn into deviation. It is very painful to hear that our children are being 
pulled in this direction. I do not want to reject struggling. The struggle always 
exists, but bearing arms against whom and against what system? Truly, I say right 
here, and I want you to write it in the newspaper, these young people are making a 
mistake. This system is not a system for a person tuo stand up against with weapons. 
This is a system that must be criticized, and a struggle must be made against 
deviation, but we must not take up arms. To take up arms is to fulfill the wishes 
of the enemies of the revolution. This is truly treason, and the traitor will 
himself be banished. I say this from a position of compassion and pain. These 
children are all our children, and before it is too late we must think about what 
these young men and women are lacking and what they want. That is, we must confront 
them sincerely and they must say what they have to say. We must guide them, not by 
telling them that they are counterrevolutionaries and to get back to work. No. 
Let's find the root of the problem. This is our task. I leave the work of the 
courts to the courts themselves. Of course they must have a program. These youths 
must at least be given a period of grace in order to think and come to their senses. 
When their ties with the organization are cut, they will find themselves alone and 
only then, they will analyze what they are doing. By the same token, guidance in 
this matter for the officials of the prisons and the courts is of utmost importance, 
so that they can be shown the way and they will remember how to think properly. 

Then we will see that 99 percent of this group will go to the war front and offer 
themselves to be martyred. I have speken of this matter to some of the brothers in 
the Majles. I believe that if I am mistaken I am ready for others to correct me. 

Tt will accept it. It is logical, it is Islam, and there is nothing else but this. 
The Imam affirms all this, they may return, and many of them have returned, and this 
is the substance of our hope. 





Question: This issue shows, then, that they have not done that much ideological 
study? 
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A'zam Taleqani: I say they have not entered into ideological study. Many of these 
people, so far as I am aware, just go into these organizations becuse of political 
issues. The malfunctions that exist in this system, the confrontations with some 
officials, and the failure to satisfy the hopes and desires of the young people, 

have been passed around by word of mouth and laid at the feet of various groups. 

So far as I am aware, perhaps 90 percent of those who have entered these organizations 
have no basis in ideology or study. My whole criticism was this. What are these 
people, who do not know the intellectual basis of this or that group saying? 

How can they accept it? If they were to tell me now to join a certain group, I 

would not go very easily. I did not join in the beginning, and will not now. 

Why won't I go? Because as long as I am not sure of their way of thinking, I will not 
join. My future positions will be based on the same foundation. If the foundation 
of your thinking is affected by deviation, the positions you take will be affected by 
deviation as well. As a result it is possible that you may study the issues 
intellectually, but analyze them unrealistically, thus, you will end up more confused. 
Therefore, it someone wants to separate himself from the issues and think realistically, 
he is a responsible person. I have a message here for these girls, and it is that I 
am a mother and a person in this society to whom the people have given responsibility. 
Furthermore, I was also a teacher for several years. I had contact with the young 
people and 1 have contact with them now. I want to say, so they will know, that I do 
not confront issues from the standpoint of love and hate, but from the standpoint 

of truth and what I have taken from Islam. Let me say to you that the path you have 
taken against this system, so far as you damage the roots of this system, is a 
mistake. It will go nowhere, it will dissipate, and you may be sure that if you are 
alive afterwards you will be sorry, and if you are caught, others will be sorry for 
you. Come back. I do not negate constructive searching and criticism, but there 

are different ways to confront matters. It was one thing to take up arms, as you did, 
against the former regime, but I ask you, is it right to take up arms against the 
islamic Republic? In this system, we must bring the forms of deviation to the 
attention of the officials and discuss problems, but from a position of compassion, 
interest, commitment to the revolution, and commitment to the Imam, and not from 

a position where we are studying matters from the point of view of one group of issues, 
seen only from one side and one dimension. Onesidedness will indeed destroy us. 

This is my criticism. God willing, if someone has a point to raise against my views, 
he will be able to convince me. I hope God will guide all of us. 


9310 
CSO: 4640/101 


19 

















IMPORTANCE OF NATIONALIZATION OF FOREIGN TRADE STRESSED 
Tehran ETTELA‘AT in Persian 30 Sep 81 p 6 


[Text] Statements by the Ministry of Commerce concerning the nationalization of 
foreign trade during its last press conference awakened the hope in our hearts 
that the government is absolutely determined to put Article 44 of the Constitution 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran into effect. 


Just as the (necessary) suspension of implementation of paragraph "J" of the land 
reform law has prevented the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development from 
bringing a fundamental change in agriculture to the implementation stage, so 

has the delay in nationalization of foreign trade brought irreparable damage to 
the country's economy, because a few big capitalists, of whom the number of those 
active is very small in comparison with the thousands of small and medium-sized 
businesses, have played a major role in creating “artificial” inflation through 
speculation, futures trading. price gouging, colluding with brokers and 
middlemen, hoarding goods, and finally selling them on the black market. The 
psychological effects of these measures in creating dissatisfaction with the people 
and disenchanting them with the fruits of the revolution are much more damaging 
than the material damage suffered by the toiling and deprived people. 


The nationalization of foreign trade, the establishment of true cooperatives and 
numerous government stores to sell basic goods will put a stop to the artificial 
growth and abnormal pricing resultant from the failure to eliminate middlemen, 
mejor capitalists and speculators from the nation's foreign trade. 


In the aforementioned statement the Minister of Commerce has rightly regarded a 
balance between imports and exports as the basic condition for restoring the health 
of the country's economy. We must remember that in the former regime, because of 
adherence to an “open door policy” and the changing of society to a society of 
consumers, Iran's imports increased deliriously and unreasonably, so that in the 
year 1356 [21 Mar 1977-20 Mar 1978} this figure exceeded 14 billion dollars while 
the value of Iran's non-petroleum exports barely reached 600 million dollars. To 
put it more simply, Iran's trade deficit in that year was about 14.4 billion 
dollars, and this takes no account of the importation of arms and war materials. 
Taking these items into account the trade deficit that year drops clear into 

hell. 











Nationalization of foregin trade will play an important part in reducing this 
imbalance because the government, by applying itself to the matter of foreign 
trade, will prevent Iran's trading partners from looking at this country as a 
market for selling their industrial products without feeling any responsibility 
to buy gooas from Iran. 


If we study the geographical distribution of Iran's foreign trade carefully, we can 
easily see that in 1356 Western countries had control of 85 percent of Iran's 
imports, and another 10 percent of Iran's imports was in the hands of their 
proteges (South Korea, Thailand, Hong Kong, the Phillipines, Pakistan, and...). 


Japan's Cat Dance! 


After the blooming of Iran's splendid Islamic revolution, because of innumerable 
problems and obstacles in the way of carrying out the government's plans, and 
also because of preoccupations caused by the imposed war with Iraq, there was no 
opportunity to bring about a fundamenta) change in the Islamic Republic of Iran's 
foreign trade. Although the volume of imports into the country, because of 
treasury limitations, economizing which restricted imports of unnecessary goods, 
and some reduction of currency manipulation, was less than 10 billion dollars in 
1358 [21 Mar 1979-20 Mar 1980], Western countries kept their share of Iran's 
foreign trade so that in that year nearly 80 percent of Iran's imports came from 
these countries. Dependency on a small number of markets for obtaining merchandise 
made things that much worse when the country was faced with economic sanctions. 
According to i.eports from French news agencies, in the second half of the month 
of Shahrivar [Aug 23-Sep 22] of this year, 13 Japanese companies have announced 
their intertion to refrain from renewing their petrcleum contracts--that is, the 
daily purchase of 230 thousand barrels of oil--with Iran. An interesting point 
here is that Japan, which is now doing a cat's dance for us to show that it has 
the proper attitude towards American imperialism because of Saudi Arabian treason 
and the cunning underselling of oil, was the biggest seller of merchandise to 

Iran in the year 1980, and, according to the publication MIDEAST MARKET dated 

15 June 1981, has exported 1,570 million dollars worth of merchandise to Iran. 

The government, by proclaiming its control over foreign trade, can easily prohibit 
the importation of Japanese goods, or give Japanese companies notice that they can 
only export goods to our country tothe extent that they buy equivalent amounts of 
oil. In this event, the International Trade Organizations and Japanese industries 
will regret their practice of taking the cream off the top. 


Prevention of Illegal Exportation of Currency 


According to the views of some insiders in customs, foreign trade was the biggest 
channel for the illegal exportation of currency, because when the government 
closed the principal channels of currency exportation, smugglers posing as 
“merchants” represented goods being ordered as costing more than the actual cost 
by presenting fabricated statements. Can't the government "control" the price uf 
a few types of goods bought from a few score different markets? What a lot of 
documents were opened whose goods never came into the country. This is the reason 
the Central Bank of Iran decided this year to obtain a letter of guarantee from 
importers in order to license merchandise. When an importer, for example, names 
a per ton price of 800 dollars for his merchandise instead of 400, he puts half 
of the converted currency in his own pocket (half for you, half for me, and God 
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bless the provider!). Many dealers in merchandise, especially in countries whose 
commerce is not based on the criteria of law and morality, are ready to make up 
statements to order and to take a percentage based on the importer's illegal 
profit. 


Nationalization of foreign trade is not an unprecedented step. Many countries in 
the world have adopted this system and have acquired valuable experience. The 
results of this experience can help officials to carry out the critical responsi- 
bilities they have in this sensitive time. 


The nationalization of foreign trade, which is the true desire of millions of 
struggling, oppressed, Moslem Iranians, can remove the major burden of high 
prices, price gouging, and hoarding, which weighs heavily on the shoulders of 
society's most oppressed people more than anyone else. It is hoped that the 
Commerce Commission of the Majles, by being quick to study and approve a bill for 
nationalizing foreign trade and by pressing on for true implementation of 
Article 44 of the Constitution, will say Amen for God's sake to this logical 
request. 


9310 
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TERMS OF ECONOMIC COOPERATION WITH ROMANIA ELABORATED 
Tehran ETTELA‘AT in Persian 4 Oct 81 pp 16,15 


[Text] Mohammed Taqi Banki, Consulting Minister and Supervisor of the Planning 
and Budget Organization, explained all the principal points of the economic 
cooperation agreement between Iran and Romania in a press conference yesterday 
morning, and discussed the government's aims with respect to this economic 
cooperation and its relations with various countries. 


Overall Goals 


He began by discussing the government's overall goals in its relations with 
various countries, taking into consideration the priorities in these relation- 
ships: At the present time aggressor governments are trying to isolate Iran, 

and through the use of economic sanctions and pressure, by way of their agents 

in the area, to bring Iran to a state of submission. Since we are committed, 
however, in the presence of the blood of our martyrs, we must show the world that 
we are a nation that will not back down, and that we are committed to securing 
our own economic growth. On the basis of the slogan ‘neither East nor West,’ we 
have designated a group of priorities for purposes of relations with various 
countries. 


The Basis of Cooperation 


He added: The basis of our cooperation in relations with various countries, taking 
priorities into consideration, is firmly grounded in the principle of forming 
relationships with countries that either accept this revolution or take a 

positive or neutral position, and we intend to make active contact in such 
instances. 


Romania's Positive Position 


Concerning economic cooperation with Romania, Mohammad Taqi Banki said: we view 
Romania as a country that has taken a positive position with respect to our 
revolution, and while it had low priority compared to other countries, it 
expressed a greater desire for cooperation with us, and it was on the basis of the 
expression of their desire that we allowed an economic group to come to Iran 

from this country. 
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The Supervisor of the Planning and Budget Organization added: Actually, this 
group was invited to Iran with three matters taken into consideration. The first 
was that they were familiar with the revolutionary aspect of Iran, and the good 
experience we have gained with respect to it, and we saw how much they were 
affected. 


Imam Khomeyni Port 


The second issue was a study of former economic relations between Iran and 
Romania, with which we have also had notable success. One was that we made 
arrangements with Romania, in view of the problems we had in Jolfa, to ship goods 
to us from now on by way of Imam Khomeyni Port, and in this regard we were able to 
come to mutual agreement. 


The Inspection of Merchandise 


Also, since merchandise imported from Romania formerly varied from the original 
samples, this matter was brought to the attention of the group and it was 
seriously requested that the above merchandise be subject to inspection. 


The third issue was the expansion of future programs and the shipping and exporting 
of non-petroleum goods. We agreed that the level of non-petroleum trade would 
not exceed 80 million dollars per year. 


Implementation of Article 44 


He continued: Another point of agreement with this group was the implementation 
of Article 44 of the Constitution, on the basis of our request 6f them that 
henceforce they should have absolutely no dealings with brokers and middlemen, 
and that they should definitely deal with the purchasing centers of the Ministry 
of Commerce in order to sell their merchandise, to which they agreed. Concerning 
the decision on this matter with regard to the rest of the countries, Mohammad 
Taqi Banki said: We are very serious about implementing Article 44 of the 
Constitution, we are committed to it, and in our relations with the rest of the 
countries this will also be taken into consideration. 


The Main Points of the Agreement 


In continuing his remarks, Mohammad Taqi Banki explained the main points of the 
economic cooperation agreement between Iran and Romania as follows: 


Six commissions were formed by the government with regard to this group. They 

are the Agriculture, Commerce, Industry, Mining, Road Construction, and Power 
Commissions. Each was formed under the supervision of an aide from the pertinent 
ministry for the purpose of defiaing our needs. These commissions held various 
meetings, defined needs, and set the agenda of the talks. Later, when the group 
came to Iran it was arranged that on the first day the group would name the things 
they are able to offer us so that we would then be able to identify areas of 
economic cooperation on the basis of their resources and our own needs. This was 
done and the agreement was set in the following areas. 
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Petroleum Sales ; 


Concerning petroleum sales it was agreed that the amount sold would increase from 
2.5 million tons to 4 million tons in 1982. In this matter they expressed 
anxiety but we told them we would be able to meet our needs in various areas 
through the Romanian market, and we were able to reach agreement there. With 
regard to price, we told them we would not be able to undercut the OPEC price, 
and they accepted the OPEC price. 


Oil Refinement 


Mohammed Taqi Banki said that petroleum, gas, and petrochemical projects were 
discussed. The Romanians expressed an interest in participating in reconstructing 
and modernizing some of the refineries, and we made a commitment to send the 
necessary information to the Romanians within 15 days and to send a group of 
specialists to them to provide details. It was also arranged that the Romanians 
would send a group of their specialists to Iran wiinin 30 days at most in order 

to work with us on extracting, producing, and refining. In the matter of refining 
it was agreed that 30 thousand barrels of oil would be sent to Romania daily for 
refining and it was agreed that this would end in the first week of October. 
Furthermore, the Romanians expressed an interest in exporting natural gas. 
Concerning this the prices and limitations set by Russia were discussed. 


Locomotive Purchases 


Mohammad Taqi Banki said: In the area of Transportation and Shipping it was 
specifically arranged that we would buy 50 locomotives from Romania and rent 30. 
We also came to a mutual understanding on a Romanian proposal with regard to 
building ports and railroads involving their giving mechanical equipment and 
management assistance in the carrying out of these projects. 


Electricity and Water 


The Supervisor of the Planning and Budget Organization continued: In the department 
of electricity, water, and energy it was arranged tl.at the Romanians would take on 
commitments in the areas of organizing hydroelectric dam projects, water 
distribution, building hydroelectric power plants, the purchase of products and 
goods needed in the distribution of electrical power, and also with regard to 
training technicians in the planning, organizing, and execution of electrical 

work. It was stipulated that within 60 days a group of Iranian specialists would 

go to Romania and study work capacities and their producing institutions. 


Fisheries 


In the agricultural department agreements were made in the area of fisheries and 
it was arranged that the Romanians would build refrigerators and fishing ports 

and we agreed that a group of Romanians would come to Iran before November of 1981 
in order to obtain the necessary information. Arrangements were also made for a 
group of Iranians to go to Romania in connection with livestock purchases. A 
group of Romanians will also come here in order to increase Iran's agricultural 
capacity. 
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SALE OF ATOMIC FACILITIES DENIED 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 19 Aug 81 p 3 


[Announcement by Dr Fereydun Sahabi, supervisor of the Atomic Energy Organization] 


[Text] The supervisor of the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI) termed the 
rumor of the sale of the existing equipment in the Bushehr atomic reactor baseless. 
Dr Fereydun Sahabi, AEOI supervisor, concerning the sale of the equipment in the 
Bushehr atomic reactor, stated: The sale of equipment from the Bushehr atomic 
reactor is a baseless rumor, because the aforementioned reactor as a whole is not 
at such a stage that its equipment could be sold. That which has been brought up in 
connection with the shutting down of the Bushehr reactor concerns unnecessary and 
unuseable equipment which will be sold if a suitable market and purchaser can be 
found. He added: Of course AEOI has not yet made any definite decision about the 
sale of this equipment. Sahabi also said: Of course a certain amount of equipment 
built for the Bushehr reactor is in Europe at the present moment because the 
contractor has not yet delivered it to Iran. Furthermore, because atomic energy 
activities in Bushehr connected with the construction of the atomic reactor have 
been cancelled, and because unfortunately no definite program has been implemented 
for the utilization of the Bushehr reactor complex and its facilities, AEOI has not 
simply been content with their maintenance, but has transfered them to various 
points, including Bushehr Province, in order to implement programs needed by the 
country. These facilities are used in cooperation with the Reconstruction Crusade. 
Furthermore, AEOI personnel in Bushehr have on their own initiative taken action to 
offer services, build spare parts, and to supply the country's existing needs in 
the area of construction plans and projects, such as making prefabricated parts for 
the ministry of power and other ministries. At present there are plans underway to 
convert the Bushehr atomic plant to an industrial training complex for the Fishing 
Industries Support Staff or for the Institute of Marine Scientific and Technical 
Training. The aforementioned plans will be put into effect when appropriate. 
Concerning the activities of the AEOI center in Tehran, Sahabi said: From the 
revolution's beginning extensive activities and research began in Tehran in keeping 
with the goals of the Iranian Islamic revolution. Among them one can mention 
research in the fields of nuclear fundamentals, nuclear technology and the 
exploration of radioactive substances. 


At the same time AEOi has decided to take steps to build small-scale training and 
research reactors in order to teach the technology for building atomic reactors in 
the country. 


26 








Dr Fereydun Sahabi added: At the present moment Iranian experts have been mobilized 
in the Technological Research Center in Esfahan to define goals and to prepare plans 
for AEOI. Our employees are also active in the Tehran AEOI center in the areas of 
nuclear research, atomic physics, chemistry and problems of safety and protection 
against radiation so that they can prepare themselves to build reactors in the 
framework of a scheduled program. 


According to a PARS NEWS AGENCY report, the AEOI supervisor, concerning Iran's 
participation in the Energy Conference in Nairobi, said: AEOI's deputy office 
received an invitation to participate in the Nairobi conference. There was the 
possibility for us to show the world the newly established Islamic Republic of Iran's 
achievements in the energy field by participating in this conference. Unfortunately 
however, participation in this conference was not possible for various reasons. 
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MINISTRY OF LABOR REORGANIZING TO IMPROVE SERVICES 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 18 Aug 1981 p 11 


[Text] Programs of the ministry of labor and social affiars in six areas will be 
as follows: 


1 - Administrative 


Preparation of a new organization plan for the ministry of labor in order to improve 
delivery of services entrusted to it, based on an avoidance of administrative and 
personnel expansion by using: 


a: Workers in a cooperative and consultative form 

b: Cooperation with revolutionary bodies, particularly the Reconstruction Crusade 

c: Greater strengthening of the evaluation office for the rapid study of shortages 
and supervision of work performance 


2 - Adjustment of the Labor Market 


As long as the issue of private ownership and standards for capital investment remains 
unclarified, the employment situation will find no release from its current 
disorganization. The ministry of labor considers it its duty to make the greatest 
possible persistent efforts in order to eliminate this fundamental problem. Under 
current conditions, goals include improving the employment situation, support and 
expansion of production cooperatives, divestment of private ownership, and start-up 
of idle factories (whose arrogant owners have idled the capital of the Moslem nation 
by fleeing the country or for other inexcusable reasons). It is thus recommended 
that the ministry of labor and social affairs improve employment opportunities 

by regulating the labor market and harmonizing work with manpower estimates in order 
to guide economic programs, as follows: 


Creation of a center for manpower statistics and information 

Expansion of a job-finding network 

Preparation and regulation of a work identification card 

Creation of unemployment insurance 

A plan for a work corps (Sepah-e Kar) 

Drawing up a program for the transport and transfer of the labor force 
Increasing employment opportunities for part-time, temporary and seasonal work, 
particularly in the village agricultural sector by drawing up contracts for work 
and agricultural work 
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h: Putting the international labor market in order from the standpoint of 
educating manpower, dispatching workers abroad, and attracting Iranians committed 
to the Islamic revolution who are living abroad 

i: Preparation of a plan for mobilization and start-up of industries and development 
plans 

j: Creating the capability for complete supervision of the methods of industrial, 
agricultural, service and development capital investment, and guiding it towards 
a balance of supply and demand in the labor market 

k: Creating the capability for complete supervision of the import of foreign goods 
in order to protect craftsmen, thus increasing productive centers 

1: Studying the revival of small traditional national crafts which are at present in 
a state of decline 





3 - Regulation of Labor Relations 


Establishment of an Islamic order in labor relations and the protection of the labor 
force in order to improve work conditions by means of: 


a: Preparation of a law governing work and agricultural work in cooperation with 
Islamic experts, workers, councils and managers 

b: Continuation of the fastest possible formation of Islamic Employee Councils and 
study aimed at completion of council laws 

c: Establishment of a revolutionary order in the workplace by preparing a plan for 
disciplinary regulations 

d: Plan for an increased production bonus 

e: Prohibition of profiteering in the work environment, particularly in brick 
factories 

f: Drawing up contracts for work and agricultural work which will bring about a 
reduction of disputes in the workplace, specify authorities to resolve disputes, 
and increase workers’ maturity in relation to production 

g: Planning and implementation of employment classification 

h: Creation of bodies to examine the problems of councils and strengthen them for 
overseeing social problems, such as distribution, monopoly, etc. 


4 - Cultural - Expansion and Propagation of Islamic Culture in the Workplace by means 
of: 


a: Creating a mobilization office for the growth if Islamic culture among workers, 
in cooperation with Islamic societies and councils 

b: Creation of suitable facilities for the military training of workers, in 
cooperation with the Mobilization of the Oppressed, in order to expand and 
strengthen the twenty-million-strong army 


5 - Educational - Improving the Quality of Workmanship and Increasing Effectiveness 
of Technical and Service Education by means of: 


a: A plan for intern-training of inexperienced graduates of universities and higher 
educational institutions 

b: Activation of vocational training centers and starting work-study programs 

c: Technology transfer by means of complete supervision of all foreign contracts 
and the substitution of Iranian experts 








d: Preparation of a plan for technical education in deprived regions by means of 
itinerant teachers 
e: Educating workers and mangers conderning labor laws 


6 - Welfare - Dissemination of the Cooperative Movement, Provision of Welfare 
Facilities and Expanding Workers’ Participation in Collective Programs by means of: 


a: Greatest possible expansion of workers’ consumer and housing cooperatives 
b: Creating complete supervision over workers’ social security insurance 
c: Expansion of recreation and exercise for workers 
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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE TO CONVERT TO SERVICE CENTERS 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 19 Aug 1981 p 3 


[Text] Agricultural, rural and tribal service ceuters will be formed simultaneously 
with the dissolution of all departments of the ministry of agriculture and rural 
development concerned with agriculture. These centers will give technical, credit, 
research, support and educational services, and will distribute agricultural organs 
and commercial services. These service centers will be created in counties during a 
five-year period, according to current plans. 


KEYHAN's economic correspondent reports that Mas‘ud Khansari, deputy minister for 
rural services and land affairs explained the formation and activities of the 
agricultural, rural and tribal service centers in a press and radio-television 
interview. 


At first pointing to the importance of creating these centers, he said: First of 
all the goal is that al]. the capital investment made in the agricultural area be 
focused on production’ani on areas where production exists. The service centers 
will take on this responsibility. In the past the ministry of agriculture operated 
in such a way that all the capital investment and even agricultural affairs offices 
were concentrated in the city-region centers. In addition, ministry of agriculture 
employees had no contart with village farmers. Instead, due to a failure to 
recognize problems related to farmers and farming, and a failure to observe each 
area's rural culture, most of the plans and programs related to agriculture met 
with failure. Since the goal of the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran is 
to destroy all cluss structure, in the formation of these centers it is therefore 
striving to use committed local individuals, and sincere experts who will be able 
to live in rura) conditions and associate on equal terme witn villagers. 


Khansari added: In accordance with the executive regulations which were approved 
by the cabinet in Tir [23 June-22 July 1981] of thts year, 1600 service centers will 
be created throughout the country. This will enw:lop all Irans's villages with 
technical, credit, research, support, educationa’. and commercial services. On the 
basis of these regulations, one service center 1¥/ill cover from 10 to 30 villages. 
Furthermore, upon the creation of these centers, all the bureaus of the ministry of 
agriculture and rural development concerned with agriculture will be dissolved. 
These centi:rs will be the replacement for the ministry of agriculture bureaus. 

In Tehran only one office will remain, not as a center but rather as a staff for 
policy-making and planning. 
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He added: In these centers village councils have a great deal of authority, and 
service center planning will be done on the basis of the needs and problems which 
the village council proposes. In general, production will be turned over to the 
farmers themselves, and solely facilities and education will be handled by the 
ministry of agriculture. 





He then pointed to the issue of training and agriculture based on scientific planning, 
and said: These centers will cry to raise unit productivity. As an example, 

there are at present 6 million hectares under wheat cultivation, and if we raise unit 
productivity by using experts, we can greatly increase our production. Furthermore, 
in the area of animal husbandry, if research is done on local stock, a great many 
problems related to stock-raising will be solved. The deputy minister for rural 
services also said: Research relating to water and soil, creation of small industries, 
road-building and all affairs related to agriculture wil be carried out in these 
centers. The regulation of agricultural water programs, a bill relating to which has 
been brought to the Majles, will also be overseen by these centers. The service 
centers are responsible for the control of all the water in their jurisdiction by 
means of dams, canals, wells, etc., and for bringing it to the farmers. This is 
because at the present moment 60 percent of our water goes to waste and is not used 
for agriculture. Similarly the creation of small industries in the villages, the 
distribution of fertilizer, seed and pesticides, making loans and purchasing 
agricultural products will be among the responsibilites of the agricultural service 
centers. 


He closed by saying: The plan to create agricultural], rural and tribal service 
centers will be gradually implemented over a five-year period. At the present, 68 
rural centers have been created, and the formation of another 200 service centers is 
part of the current year's program. Furthermore, a bill relating to the cooperation 
and coordination of 7 ministries in the creation of these centers has been brought 
to the Majles. This bill defines the duty of each ministry. The Reconstruction 
Crusade, which is a coordinating and supervisory organization, also has an important 
role in the service centers. 
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FAILURE OF IAEA SAFETY CONTROL IN IRAQ QUESTIONED 
Duesseldorf ATOMWIRTSCHAFT ATOMTECHNIK in German Aug-Sep 81 pp 465-466 


[Article by H. Gruemm: "Did IAEO Security Inspection fail in Iraq?"™] 


[Text] The Israeli air attack on the Tamuz-l (Osirak) 
research reactor in Iraq has strongly revived the 
discussion concerning the potentials and limits of 
international security inspections as they are carried 
out by the International Atomic Energy Agency [IAEA] 
within the framework of the Nonproliferation Agreement. 
The assumption has been put forward that a major reason 
for the Israeli attack on the Iraqi reactor was a lack 
of trust in the effectiveness of the IAEA security 
inspection process. The assistant general director 

of the Security Inspection Division of the IAEA has 
reached certain conclusions on the question of the 
possibility of producing an atomic weapon with the 

aid of this reactor and on the effectiveness of the 
previous and planned inspection measures in the light 
of subsequent developments. 


It has been claimed that Iraq has undertaken a program for producing nuclear weapons 
using the Tamuz materials test reactor. It is obviously not tue function of the 
Security Inspection Division of the IAEA to speculate on the intentions of a country 
with fissionable material or installations which is subject to the security inspection 
process. It must assume from the start relative to all countries and all situations 
the possibility of diverting fissionable material for military purposes. Accordingly, 
we have not excluded this possibility in the case of Iraq and have investigated! all 
technical aspects of diverting the material now present in Iraq and that expected 
there in the future. 


The development of an inspection concept for the Tamuz reactor began, as in other 
cases, a long time before the fuel delivery. It was clear that in the case of a 
high-power research reactor of the Osiris type two main diversion possibilities have 
to be countered: 


1. The diversion of highly enriched uranium in the fuel elements and 


2. The production of plutonium in breeder elements which are made for this particular 
purpose. 
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Deviation of Highly Enriched Uranium 


We are convinced that the diversion of highly enriched uranium is effectively covered 
by our standard process for pool-type reactors. Our inspectors were present when fuel 
was delivered in June 1980. The fuel elements were counted, identified and the actual 
enrichment of the received uranium determined. Accordingly, an initial inventory of 
about 12 kg of highly enriched uranium was established. This is clearly less than a 
"significant quantity"? so that the diversion of the available fuel could not lead to 
an explosive nuclear device. 


Keeping in mind the need to employ the limited personnel of the Security Inspection 
Division as effectively as possible, we decided to conduct two to three inspections 
per year so long as no additional fuel elements were shipped to Iraq. No additional 
fuel has, in fact, been delivered to date. This means that no possibility has existed 
or now exists to produce an explosive nuclear device by diversion of highly enriched 
uranium. Since the reactor still has not gone into operation, no possibility exists 
for producing such a device via the alternate path of plutonium generation in b: eeder 
elements. 


In September 1980 the reactor was the target of an air attack which, however, inflicted 
little damage. Subsequent military protective measures were instituted which consisted 
of limiting access to the facilities and a nightly blackout. The second inspection 
was carried out in January 1981 during the night under wartime conditions. The 
illumination was adequate except in spaces with large unshuttered windows which could 
not be blacked out: Here only large flashlights were permitted. Nonetheless, the 
fuel elements which were stored in a canal under water were satisfactorily identified 
and counted as was the stored natural and depleted uraniun. 


For the case of further deliveries of fuel elements from France, it was planned to 
increase the frequency of inspection so that a discovery time was ensured which was 
adequate for the quantity of unspent, highly enriched uranium beyond a significant 
amount. Biweekly inspections were planned. It was also expected that the French 
experts and technicians who were involved in building the reactor would remain in 
Iraq for several years as advisors. They would still be responsible for the reactor 
during the startup period. Only after a period of operation during which the fuel 
would have become highly radioactive would the reactor have been handed over to the 
Iraqi Government. Since all of this would have lengthened the time required for the 
production of a nuclear weapon, the frequency of inspection could probably have been 
lessened somewhat. During this time, other Surveillance methods could have been 
established. The presence of blind elements would have been ruled out through 
observation of the Tscherenkow radiation of the reactor core and the spent fuel 
elements‘ 


For the diversion of a significant quantity, a large part of the fuel elements 

present in the installation would have to be removed. Without doubt such an obvious 
measure, which would have made reactor operation impossible, would have been discovered 
by LAEA inspectors. 


The Production of Plutonium 
When the IAEA was notified at the end of 1979 that natural and depleted uranium had 


been sent to Iraq, the presence of chis material had to be taken into account in 
accordance with Article 81 of INFCIRC/153. Correspondingly, calculation of the 
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plutonium-producing capacity of the reactor was undertaken. It was determined that 
for the most efficient method, the reflector elements would have to be removed and 
15 to 20 breeder elements would have to be installed between the fuel elements. In 
addition, the cooling conduit in which the reactor core is located would have to be 
surrounded with external breeder elements. Such breeder elements would presumably 
require additional cooling which could only be achieved at the cost of an unreliable 
system. 


An additional possibility would be to surround the reactor core with vertical radiation 
channels which are normally on hand only in small numbers for isotope production. 
These channels would have to be filled with breeder material. Optimal configurations 
could result in the production of one to two significant quantities per year. Such 
production would however require rapid change of fuel elements (several reactor cores 
per year) which the IAEA would know automatically through its inspections and from 
information which France would have to report before delivery. The extensive modifi- 
cations to the reactor which would be required for such plutonium production and 
which Iraq would have to report to the IAEA beforehand would be very easy to spot by 
visuai inspection and other surveilance methods. Without doubt, delivery would be 
stopped immediately in such a case. The production of: significant quantities of 
plutonium in such a manner in this reactor would certainly be discovered and thwarted. 


It was claimed that a laboratory is located 40 m (the number was later corrected to 4) 
beneath the reactor. It was allegedly not discovered by the IAEA inspectors and 

could have been used for secret plutonium production. Obviously meant was the space 
under the reactor which houses the control-rod drive system. It is shielded above 

by a thick concrete deck covered by a heavy steel plate; it provides access for main- 
tenance personnel. It is obvious that it is impossible to production plutonium in this 
space. 


A relatively strong neutron beam can be directed into another underground space, a 
long experimental tunnel. The possibilities of producing plutonium here are, however, 
significantly lower than in the other arrangements described. Also, the capacity of 
this tunnel should be determined during verification of the reactor's construction 
before putting it into operation. If necessary, inspections of the tunnel should be 
planned. 


Considering what has been said in the preceeding paragraphs, it is not necessary to 
spend any more time answering the charges made in the United States by a former 1AEA 
inspector who himself was not in Iraq. He had to admit that our concept for combating 
the diversion of highly enriched uranium is effective, but maintained, however, that 
the inspectors could not have discovered plutonium production efforts. He was careful 
not to mention the necessary major and easily detectable changes to the reactor 
configureation and the strong dependence on plutonium production on French fuel 
delivery. He also forgot to mention that all of the other installations which are 
not subject to security inspection are useless without plutonium which could be 
produced only in the Tamuz reactor. He referred to two internally confidential 
documents which were made public to show that obstacles were present inside the 
Security Inspection Division which impeded a comprehensive inspection of Tamuz. 

These documents, however, only reveal the care with which the difficulties and 
possibilities of alternative security inspection aspects were discussed in the IAEA. 
He did not mention that the initial decision to investigate the question of plutonium 
production and to institute countermeasures had already been made at the beginning 

of 1980. 











Security Inspection and What Then? 


Getting back to the facts: It can be said that because of the very transparent 
construction of the reactor and the clear visibility of all significant changes to 
its configuration, both the diversion of highly enriched uranium and the production 
of plutonium would be discovered very quickly. This must also have been known to 
those who were worried by the technical potential of the Tamuz reactor. Thus, was 
the attack really due to a lack of confidence in the effectiveness of the IAEA 
security inspection? If correct information were available concerning the potentials 
of IAEA for detecting violations, why did the attack take place? I do not want to 
get bogged down in speculations about motives and intentions. A hint can be found 
in a statement made by the prominent Israeli Physicist Ne'eman in an interview with 
the Austrian newspaper WOCHENPRESSE. He said: "The mechanism of security inspection 
is good and reasonable as long as it is respected. The problem is that it can be 
rendered ineffective by a single party. A country can withdraw from the Nonprolifera- 
tion Agreement with just 3 months notification according to Article 10." 


It appears, thus, that we can draw an important lesson from this grievous event: 

We should not be concerned about the effectiveness of the security inspection alone. 
Quick discovery is only one component of prevention. The expected consequences of 

a discovery--the sanctions to be expected from the UN Security Council--have to 
represent the primary deterrent. Is the effectiveness of this punitive measure com- 
parable to the effectiveness of the security inspection? This is a serious question 
which the responsible agencies must come to grips with in a fundamental way. 





FOOTNOTES 
Author's address: 


Prof Dr H. Gruemm, assistant general director of the Security Inspection Division 
of the IAEA, Post Box 100, A-1400, Vienna, Austria 


1. Iraq belongs to the 111 nations without atomic weapons which are signatories to 
the Nonproliferation Agreement and which have subjected their installations to 
the IAEA security inspection process. Of the 12 countries without atomic 
weapons but with nuclear installations which are not signatories to the agreement, 
8 have yielded all important nuclear activities to special security-inspection 
agreements. Israel, India, Pakistan, and South Africa are the 4 countries besides 
the recognized atomic-weapon powers which have some installations that are subjec* 
to inspection and some that are not. These latter installations are capable of “ 
producing fissionable material of weapon quality (ed.). 


2. According to IAEA definition, a "significant quantity" is a quantity of a 
particular fissionable material which (after discounting processing losses) 
is sufficient to produce an explosive nuclear device. 
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JORDAN 


AMMAN DAILY CALLS ON EGYPT TO RETURN TO ARAB RANKS 
JNO80832 Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 8 Oct 81 pp 1, 17 
{[Editorial: "In What States Has the Feast Returned?"} 


[Text] The Arabs and Muslims are welcoming a new feast [reference to Muslim feast 
of ‘Id al-Adha] and the state of affairs continues unchanged: occupation con- 
tinues to exist; al~Aqsa is still captive; the invaders continue to gallivant, 
build and settle in Jerusalem and the Holy Land; and the Arabs are still divided 
into scores of parts, as if they were not one nation but several nations separated 
by whims and buffeted by tempests. 


When al-Sadat prayed in al-Aqsa 4 years ago, the Arabs and Muslims grieved, for 
the ruler of the biggest Arab state had surrendered and returned to Jerusalem as 
a peaceful and forgiving man, not as a reconciling knight. Now that al-Sadat has 
fallen, will the feast return with a new state of affairs? 


There are several facts which impose themselves on the new leaders in Egypt: 
the Egyptian Arab people are strongly tied to their Arabism and Islam. They 
reject estrangement from the Arabs and disavowal of their Arabism and Islam. 
They reject alliance with Israel and the United States and refuse to have Egypt 
and the Egyptians become tools steered by the Pentagon toward death in battles 
not their own. Though captive Jerusalem appeals to them for deliverance, they 
are obstructed from replying. 


Only a response to these facts can deliver Egypt from its ordeal and restore it 
to its status in the heart of Arabism and its international status which it 
customarily enjoys. Only such a response can enable Egypt to regain its role 
as the eldest sister around whom the Arabs rally, not an isolated and outcast 


Egypt that always opens its arms in welcome to any newcomer from Washington or 
Tel Aviv. 


A great deal depends upon Egypt's return to its Arab position, particularly since 
the new leaders in Egypt ar= now aware that placating the United States and Israel 
is more costly to Egypt than angering and challenging them. These new leaders are 
also aware that Egypt's estrangement from the Arabs robs it of many of its charac- 
teristics and impedes its potential. At the same time, this estrangement deprives 


the Arab ranks of a great potential and robs the Arab chain of a major link that 
assists its regulation. 
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Will the feast return with a reforged chain and ranks, a better Arab state of 


affairs and a ray of hope looming for al-Aqsa and our patient kinfolk? This is 
what we ask God Almighty and pray for; this is what fills the hearts of those 
who believe in this nation and have faith in its essence and history. Many 


happy returns of the day. 
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LEBANON 


LIBYAN ENVOY DISCUSSES AL-QADHDHAFI INITIATIVE 
NC151736 Beirut Domestic Service in Arabic 1130 GMT 15 Oct 81 


[Text] Foreign Minister Fu'ad Butrus this morning met with the secretary of the. 
Libyan Brotherhood Bureau, Salih al-Duruqi, and discussed the nature of the 
Libyan initiative on the Lebanese issue which was announced by Col Mu‘ammar 
al-Qadhdhafi. After the meeting al-Duruqi replied to correspondents’ questions 
as follows: 


[Begin recording] [al-Duruqi] We discussed the question of Colonel al-Qadhdhafi's 
initiative on a Libyan role to save Lebanon from its ordeal. We discussed the 
details. We wanted to get the opinion of the minister and the Lebanese authority 
on this matter. 


[Question] What was the minister's opinion in this regard? 


[Answer] We know that the Lebanese authority supports any Arab role in the 

interest of Lebanon and the Arab homeland in general. His excellency the minister 
welcomed it very much, and gave some guidance on the subject of our contacts. As 
you know, we have not yet submitted the details of the initiative. We have post- 


poned this until we complete our contacts with all the parties and the legitimate 
authority. 


[Question] Can we know in brief whether the initiative means the dispatch of a 
Libyan envoy to Lebanon to hold contacts with the parties, or wiil this take 
place through your person? 


[Answer] It is possible at a later stage that an envoy will come or that a summit 


meeting will take place. This depends on the opinion of the Lebanese authority 
and the rest of the parties. 


[Question] Is it possible to learn the practical nature of this initiative? 


[Answer] The aim, I think, is clear. It is to bring about a decisive end to the 
Lebanese problem by benefiting from all the previous initiatives. We are seeking 
to find a concrete solution to the Lebanese problem, which we think affects the 


whole Arab homeland. Any delay in finding a solution will have a negative effect 
on all the Arabs. 
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[Question] Is it possible to learn the Libyan visualization of the solution? 
[Answer] As I have already stated, we have not worked out the details. 
[Question] Will the contacts you are holding include all the parties in Lebanon? 


[Answer] Yes. We are holding contacts and we shall hold contacts with any side 
that has an opinion which can benefit us in crystallizing the details and the 
features, which we shall try to carry out with the help of all the parties. 


[Question] Are there contacts with the members of the Arab Followup Committee 
[words indistinct]? 


[Answer] Perhaps we told this to his excellency the minister. We consider our- 


selves in one way or another as members of the Followup Committee, because the 
Followup Committee stems from an Arab summit conference which was held within the 
framework of the Arab League. We are members of the league and attended this 
conference. Therefore, we consider ourselves represented in it. We support any 
move. The success or failure of the committee does not affect nor does it con- 
tradict our initiative. 


[Question] Is there a specific date on which the Libyan initiative will begin 
to take effect? 


[Answer] There is no specific date. This depends on the completion of all the 
contacts and on providing the suitable atmosphere for this. [end recording] 
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LEBANON 


BRIEFS 


WOUNDED TO MOSCOW FOR TREATMENT--Some 45 wounded and disabled members of the 
Lebanese Nationalist Movement left for Moscow yesterday for treatment in USSR 
hospitals. The wounded and disabled were transported by a special Soviet air- 
line plane and were accompanied by Dr ‘Ali Bazzi. ‘Ali Musawi, member of the 
Nationalist Movement Secretariat, said that a second batch of wounded will. leave 
for Moscow within 15 days. He said that the 7-month visa granted to the wounded 
people can be renewed depending on their condition. [Unattributed report] 
[Excerpts] [PM011153 Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 25 Sep 81 p 5] 


U.S. ARMS CONSIGNMENT ARRIVES--A consignment of U.S. military equipment to the 
Lebanese Army arrived at Beirut port today. It consists of 44 armored troop 
carriers with their spare parts. A new consignment of French weapons that 
includes five armored vehicles will arrive at Beirut port on Tuesday. [Excerpts] 
[NC181400 Beirut Voice of Lebanon in Arabic 1215 GMT 18 Oct 81] 
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MOROCCO 


DOMESTIC AGRICULTURE INSUFFICIENT; SOLUTIONS EXAMINED 
Casablanca AL BAYANE in French 17 Sep 81 pp 1-3 
/Article by Halily Omar and Touhami Azzedine: "Food Production Shortage in Morocco"/ 


[{Text7 We begin today the publication of extracts from a uni- 
versity study by Halily Omar and Touhami Azzeddine. The object 

of this study is to inform the public about the seriousness of 

the food situation in Morocco and, on that basis, to draw attention 
to the seriousness of a problem which, unfortunately, is still 
present. Following is the first part of this study. 


Introduction 
The objective of agriculture is to provide the country with food products. 


Agriculture has fundamental importance in the national economy. Both from the human 
as well as the economic point of view, it is an extremely important sector. In 

effect, the proportion of rural residents in the Moroccan population (65 percent), 

the proportion of agricultural production in Gross Domestic Product /PIB7 (30 percent), 
the size of the equipment investments which the state devotes to this vital sector-- 
all of these are so many signs revealing the impact of agriculture om national life. 


Morocco, which is continuously stated to be a country with an "agricultural vocation," 
is importing more and more of the agricultural products it needs for its consumption. 
This is no longer a matter of secondary products such as cheese but increasingly 
basic foods in the Moroccan diet such as wheat and meat. We know that wheat is a 
commodity which plays an important role in "Third World" countries in general and in 
Morocco more particularly, where the consumption on the average is more than 220 kg 
per year capita. Morocco, a Third World country, is suffering from all the con- 
straints that pertain to any outward-looking agricultural system: very backward 
mental attitudes among the farmers, technical solutions to problems, to the detriment 
of structural solutions, etc. 


Such imports weigh heavily on the trade balance, thereby aggravate the trade deficit, 
and accentuate the economic and political dependence of the country. Agricultural 
products will now be a political weapon to influence the orientation of the importing 
countries in a direction favorable to imperialism and neo-colonialism. 


In view of the billions invested by our responsible leaders in the agricultural area, 
we can ask ourselves why Morocco is experiencing a growing food deficit. 
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The expenditures devoted to agriculture since 1960, the date when a certain consoli- 
dation of national independence was abandoned, were essentially earmarked towa -d the 
sector developed by colonialism, "the so-called modern sector," whose production 
was destined principally for export, whereas the so-called "traditional" sector only 
benefited from sporadic support. 


Since 1960 the liberal economic policy pursued by the government has given priority 
to the sectors providing an immediate, financial return, a policy which sacrificed 
the general interest, that of the Moroccan people, by setting aside the development 
of the cultivation of grain for the benefit of industrial agriculture. 


We have been living with the consequences of this policy for several years. Morocco 

is suffering from a growing and alarming deficit and state intervention involving 

more and more colossal costs to sustain the domestic market in the face of the dizzying 
increase in world prices. For example: the price of grains increased by 80 percent 

between 1969 and 1975. In effect, in the framework of present structures, the 

increase in our imports is forcing the state to support the cost of such a situation yy 
with the Compensation Fund /Caisse de Compensation7, which in 1974 absorbed 163 

million centimes and about 500 million centimes in 1975. These colossal expenditures, 

for a country with an agricultural vocation, are being made to the detriment of 

public investments. 


At the beginning of independence Morocco still exported grain, but since 1960 Morocco 
has become an importer. To absorb this deficit, in 1971 Morocco imported 7 million 
quintals,and in 1975, some 15 million quintals. 


The development of grain prices has an impact on family income and consequently on 
purchasing power and on the balance of payments. Thus, for 1975 alone, food expen- 
ditures reached the level of 250 billion centimes, amounting to more than 70 percent 
of our total imports. 


In view of this situation and at a moment when, on the international level, wheat 
has become a strategic commodity, our country continues to apply its policy of 
neglect of our food needs and of agricultural development. 


The policy followed up to now by our leaders is a policy of dependence on the 
capitalist choice for our society. This policy does not respond to the interests of 
our country but, on the contrary, favors a minority and the sectors linked to the 
world market. 


The reorientation of our agriculture has become an imperious necessity, without which 
it would be an illusion to speak of agricultural development. 


Agricultural development does not only have a technical aspect but above all has a 
socio-economic aspect. 


We cannot resolve our food problem while remaining silent about the problems posed 
by the conditions of rural life, housing, education, improvement of health services, 
transportation, and the system of selling the crops. It would be useless to pretend 
to have real agricultural development without placing it in a broader framework, 


which must be overall strategy of national development for the whole of the economy 
and of society. 
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I. Identification and Consequences of the Food Shortage 


What characterizes agricultural production in our country is its inability to provide 
food for its people. This is seen in the deficit which qur couhtry has in terms of 
the basic food products for its nutrition. 


A. Grains 


Grains, the basic food of the Moroccan people, cover 80 percent of the cultivated 
area, and their cultivati@m isthe principal activity of 70 percent of the rural 
population. Morocco was able to export grain until 1960, but subsequently it 
recorded an agricultural deficit which has only grown from year to year. Morocco 
is therefore faced with the need to import grain, as it is doing at present. 


Moroccan Grain Imports 











Quantity Value in Billions 
Year in Tons of Dirhams 
1975 1,392,995 1,020,420 
1976 101,228* 725,830 
1977 (Jan-Sep) 989,431 499,983 


Source: “Listing” of the Office of Exchange Control (Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 


Imports have been accompanied by a dizzying increase in prices and by a state of 
political and economic dependency, as wheat has become a strategic commodity. In view 
of a growing demand for wheat, due to population increase, production per capita has 
continued to decrease: 


1934-1941 441 kg per capita 
1941-1943 336 kg per capita 
1946-1953 338 kg per capita 


Production per capita is presently in the order of 300 kg per capita. We note on 
the other hand that the present harvest (1977) was 45 percent below that of 1976, or 
between 30 and 32 million quintals. 


B. Sugar 


Morocco formerly resorted to foreign markets to satisfy its substantial needs for 
sugar. Since 1963, the date of the establishment of the first national sugar mill, 
the country has gone into this area with the purpose of achieving self-sufficiency 
and even becoming an exporter. This has not yet been achieved. 


National production of sugar provides a little more than 50 percent of our consumption 
needs, which places us in a position where we still have to import sugar. 


Certainly, since independence we have made some progress, but this policy has lacked 
firmness since in the Gharbb area the harvest has been much less than the forecasts, 
in the areas devoted to the cultivation of beets. 
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Moroccan Sugar Imports 





Quantity Value in Billions 
Year in Tons of Dirhams 
1975 267,329 971,378 
1976 260 ,991 645,086 
1977 (Jan-Sep) 241,096 344,583 


Source: "Listing" of the Office of Exchange Control (Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 


C. Dairy Products 


Despite the substantial number of cattle, only a small number of cows produce milk 
commercially. That is explained by the fact that milk cows, to produce milk in 
sufficient quantity and of good quality, require temperate surroundings, abundant 
fodder, and attentive care. We are presently producing a little more than 50 percent 


of our consumption. Imports during the last few years are summarized in the fol- 
lowing table: 


Moroccan Imports of Dairy Products 











Quantity Value in Billions 
Year in Tons of Dirhams 
1975 30,509 124,159 
1976 34,992 140 ,556 
1977 (Jan-Sep) 26,719 106,039 


The policy adopted to deal with this chronic deficit has involved the import of 
pure-bred cattle. It should be noted that the production of locally-raised cows 
remains low, at 635 liters per year (the average production of pure-bred cows is 
3,500 liters per year). Domestic production only increased by 4.6 percent from 
1971 to 1975. 


D. Edible Oils 


The stagnation in this branch of agriculture is explained by the import policy fol- 
lowed in the course of the last few years, a policy made possible by the low selling 
prices followed by the United States. Thus, the leaders of our agricultural sector 
have changed the food habits of the Moroccan people by replacing consumption of 
Olive oil with vegetable oil. The result of this is that we find ourselves in a 
state of chronic dependence on foreign countries, 


Moroccan Imports of Edible Oils 











Quantity Value in Billions 
Year in Tons of Dirhams 
1975 160 ,865 406,027 
1976 113,993 215,930 
1977 (Jan-Sep) 153,662 399,381 


Source: "Listing" of the Office of Exchange Control (Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 











E. Meat 


Following the holiday season Of 'Eid al-Kabir in 1976, the prices of meat had almost 
doubled. A few days after the same feast in 1977 the leaders of the agricultural 
sector, habous /Tslamic religious endowments/ and public health officials raised 
cries of alarm to draw the attention of public opinion to the meat crisis and to 
urge the reduction of slaughtering, particularly during festivals and slaughter 
season {moussems7 , while demanding = respite for the reconstitution of sheep herds. 


Our sheep herds have gone down from 17.5 million head in 1971 to 14.2 million head 
in 1975. The steady decline in the weight of slaughtered animals (112 kg in 1975 
compared to 126 kg in 1965 for cattle and 10.6 kg in 1975 compared to 12 kg in 1965 
for sheep) clearly shows the consumption of young livestock and above all of young 
females. The slaughter at the time of ‘Eid al-Kabir is enormous: 2 million sheep 
on a single day, or 50 percent of the annual consumption of Morocco. 


To deal with this crisis, our leaders tell us that it will be necessary to reduce 
Slaughtering on the occasion of holidays, mentioning the fact that, for Islam, the 
sacrifice of a sheep is not a Koranic obligation. 


The authorities have always refused to admit that Morocco does not produce enough 
meat for its needs, but reality is stubborn. This shortage oontinues to get worse 
and increases the expenditure Of foreign exchange and bs a burden on the expenses of 
the Compensation Fund. 


Moroccan Meat Imports 











Quantity Value in Billions 
Year in Tons in Dirhams 
1975 2,167 7,896 
1976 1,494 5,537 
1977 (Jan-Sep) 3,592 16, 669 


Source: "Listing" of the Office of Exchange Control (Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 
II. Projection of Demand for Food Products 


Although we may at times consider that projections bela@mg more properly in the area 
of “prophecy,” these estimates, based on appropriate assumptions, can constitute 
significant bench-marks for important political decisions. Projections for the 
middle-range and long-term are made on the basis of several assumptions. 


Thus, the rate of growth of requirements for food between 1977 and 1982 is expected 
to be respectively: 


Grains 19.48 percent 
Me at 29.95 percent 
Dairy Products 23.25 percent 
Edible Oils 25.72 percent 
Sugar 22.28 percent 
Tea 21.39 percent 
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This gives us a general rate of growth in food requirements om the order of 23.6 
percent for the period from 1977 to 1982. 


We could not foresee the rate of growth of production relating to these different 
products, given the problematical character of this sector. 


III. Consequences of the Food Deficit 


A. Increases in Prices 


Following the shortage which developed in the grain supply, prices went up sharply 
by more than 300 percent. To deal with the petroleum crisis, the developed countries 
began to brandish the food weapon, thus passing on any increase in the price of 
petroleum to food products. This state of affairs has had its effect in Morocco in 
terms of an increase in the cost of living, accompanied by a psychosis of shortages 
and the development of a black market. 


Products of prime necessity thus become impossible to find at times; tea is rarely 
available, while sweetened bread can only be purchased in the black market. 


This psychosis of shortages involves the disappearance of products from the market, 
the creation of real shortages, and consequently new price increases. Speculators 
Clap their hands and fill their pockets. 


This situation leads to progressive pauperization for the masses ofthe-people. Their 
already meager purchasing power deteriorates even more. 


B. State Intervention 


We are therefore forced to impose completely unnecessary, high prices which the 
people have to pay, which costs a great deal in foreign exchange and is a considerable 
burden on the balance of payments. 


In the framework of present structures the state is forced to intervene in this 
Situation by means of the Campensation Fund, so that average public prices for 
essential products on the domestic market will not exceed the econamic capacities 
of the nation. The cost of such a situation is therefore supported by this Fund, 
which in 1974 absorbed about 163 billion centimes and about 500 billion in 1975. 
These colossal expenditures are made to the detriment of public investment. 


5170 
CSO: 4519/5 


47 

















MOROCCO 


BRIEFS 


OIL EXPLORATION LOANS--A group of international banks including the National Bank 
of Paris, the Arab Investment Bank, and the Moroccan Bank for International Trade, 
awarded a medium term loan to the Moroccan Petroleum Company to assist it in its 
oil exploration in Essaouira area. This loan agreement which was signed in Paris, 
on Thursday, 15 October 81, constitutes an important part of the oil exploration 
efforts which were, heretofore, financed by Moroccan funds. [Text] [Rabat 
AL-'ALAM in Arabic 17 October 81 p 1] 
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SUDAN 


1981 NEWS AGENCY ACT ANNOUNCED 
Khartoum SUNA DAILY BULLETIN in English 23 Sep 81 pp 2-4 


[Text] Khartoum, Sept. 23 (SUNA)--President of the Republic Gaafar Mohamed 
Nimeri issued yesterday a provisional order on the Sudan News Agency Act for 1981. 


The Act stipulates the establishment of a public corporation to be called the 
Sudan News Agency and to possess a permanent and an independent incorporeal 
character. 


The Agency would be under the direct supervision of the President of the Repurlic 
or whom he delegates, the Act reads. 


The Agency's Headquarters will be in Khartoum but it may establish branches in 
any region inside Sudan and abroad, as it sees fit. 


Whether in its own capacity or by proxy or in conjunction with any local or foreign 
quarter, the Corporation aims at achieving the following objectives: 


1. The gathering of news from inside the country and abroad and disseminating 
them to the concerned bodies in the State and to the public inside and outside 
the Sudan. 


2. Covering world events and disseminating them inside and outside the country. 


3. Collecting world news from agencies, broadcast stations and correspondents 
and publishing them inside and outside the Sudan. 


4. To perform all information tasks or any other related tasks which would help, 
directly or indigectly in realizing its goals. All this should be done within the 
framework of the “State's general policy regarding the values and genuine tradi- 
tions of the Sudanese people. 


The Act stipulates the establishment of a Board of Directors to be responsible, 
on behalf of the corporation, for all the legal tasks. 


The Board will be set up by a decree from the President of the Republic and would 
be responsible before him. The Board will be authorised to perform all tasks that 
would realize the Corporation's objectives. 
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The endorsement of the annual budget, definition of general principles, for 
collecting and disseminating news material are among the powers of the Board. 


The establishment of training centres for the employees has also been stated. 
The Board also has the right to delegate its power to the General Manager. The 
General Manager, whose appointment and allowances would be conducted by the 
President of the Republic, will be the executive official responsible for run- 
ning the Corporation according to the policy and directives of the Board. 


The employment terms of public corporations will be applied on the Corporation's 
employees and they will be subject to the regulations of the public service. 

The President of the Republic will determine the position of each employee in 
the Corporation. All the rights and commitments of the Sudan News Agency would 
be retained by the Corporation. 


An authoritative source at the Presidency of the Republic said the issuing of the 
Sudan News Agency Act and that of the National Corporation for Broadcast and 
Television is part of arrangements aimed at curtailing the Ministry of Culture 
and Information in accordance with the recommendations of the SSU Central Com- 
mittee to cope with the implementation of the regional government. 
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BRIEFS 


BAN ON USURIOUS INTEREST--Khartoum, Sept. 19 (SUNA)--The Sudanese Industrial Bank 
has taken the necessary legal steps to ban usury interest rates. The action is 
in line with the new financial policies and will be applied retroactive to last 
February. Loans endorsed by the Bank during January-July amounted to Ls 842,250, 
said a reliable source in the Bank. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA DAILY BULLETIN in 
English 19 Sep 81 p 1] 


NATIONAL BROADCAST CORPORATION FORMED--Khartoum, Sept. 21 (SUNA)--President of the 
Republic Gaafar Mohamed Nimeri issued yesterday a provisional order for the estab- 
lishment of a National Corporation for Broadcast and Television. The order 
identifies the Corporation as the sole body allowed to perform broadcast and 
television transmission in the Sudan, with the exception of other bodies allowed 
by the President of the Republic. According to the Order, the headquarters of 

the Corporation will be in Khartoum and it has the right to establish branches 

in any of the country's regions. The order which determined the aims of the 
corporation, established an administrative council responsible to the Minister of 
Culture and Information, for running the corporation. It is noteworthy that the 
SSU Central Committee had recommended the conversion of the Broadcast and Tele- 
vision into a public corporation in its Third Session March 1979. [Text] 
[Khartoum SUNA DAILY BULLETIN in English 21 Sep 81 p 5] 


RED SEA MINING--Khartoum, Sept. 22 (SUNA)--The Saudi-Sudanese Joint Authority for 
the Investment of the Red Sea Wealth will begin before the end of this year 
experimental mining operations for extracting copper, zinc and silver, Energy and 
Mining State Minister Yousif Suleiman said yesterday. The corporation will hold a 
meeting soon after the pilgrimage season to discuss its work programme prior to 
the beginning of the commercial mining stage which is expected to be completed in 
1982 according to the studies conducted, Suleiman added. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA 
DAILY BULLETIN in English 22 Sep 81 p 2] 


SUDAN-QATAR COOPERATION AGREEMENT--Khartoum, Sept. 22 (SUNA)--Qatar's Minister for 
Labour and Social Affairs Sheikh Ali Bin Hamad Al Ansari is due here next Friday 
at the invitation of Public Service and Administrative Reform Minister. The week- 
long visit comes within the context of an agreement signed between the two coun- 
tries last May for the exchange of man power. It is worth noting that President 
Nimeri approved last week an agreement on the employment of Sudanese in Qatar. 

The agreement stipulates that contracts should only be done through the con- 
cerned authorities. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA DAILY BULLETIN in English 22 Sep 81 p 8] 
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RAILWAY DECENTRALIZATION--Khartoum, Sept. 22 (SUNA)--The Secretary of the SSU 
Organizations and Political Affairs Department, El Rashid El Tahir Bakr yesterday 
addressed the meeting of the specialized committees for the decentralization of 
the Railway Corporation. Bakr, who is also the head of the Higher Committee for 
the Decentralization of the Railway Corporation, said the execution of the rail- 
way decentralization is a national responsibility and its success affects all the 
country's major questions like production and regional government. Bakr called 
on all members of the specialized committees to start work for proper and effi- 
cient implementation of the decentralization decision. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA 
DAILY BULLETIN in English 22 Sep 81 p 7] 


NEW UNIVERSITY FOR DARFUR--Khartoum, Sept. 24 (SUNA)--The Darfur Region Governor 
and the Secretary General of the National Council for Higher Education yesterday 
discussed the establishment of Darfur University. The meeting agreed upon the 
necessity of establishing the university. Darfur Region Governor promised to 


contribute to the university's finance. [Text] [Khartoum SUNA DAILY BULLETIN in 
English 24 Sep 81 p 1] 


JUBA DEVELOPMENT PLANS--Juba, Sept. 24 (SUNA)--A programme for the development of 
Yei area has been worked out and feasibility studies are being conducted for the 
establishment of a tea factory at Owanuka, declared Vice-President of the Republic 
and President of the High Executive Council for the Southern Region Abel Alier. 
Addressing a mass rally in Yei Tuesday evening, Alier said the Regional Ministry 
for Agriculture would provide seeds and equipment for the farmers of the area. 

He indicated the vitality of peace and unity and asked citizens to join their 


ranks in the struggle against ignorance, poverty and diseases. [Text] [Khartoum 
SUNA DAILY BULLETIN in English 24 Sep 81 p 2] 
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"VOL' REPORTS CLASHES IN SYRIAN CITTks 
Army Units Patrol Streets 


NCO81356 Beirut Voice of Lebanon in Arabic 1215 GMT 8 Oct 81 


[Text] According to reports received by the Voice of Lebanon, for the past 3 
days the city of Aleppo [in Syria] has been witnessing manifestations of indigna- 
tion against the Syrian Government following the decision to ban the use of veils 
by women. This decision is considered by religious leaders as an infringement 
of Islam and its religious teachings. This decision has been met with a wave of 
explosions and machinegun fire. 


On Tuesday, a senior Syrian officer was killed on the Idlib road when the Muslim 
Brotherhood ambushed a Syrian military vehicle. Posters have been seen in Idlib 
and other Syrian towns threatening a fate similar to that of President al-Sadat. 


This morning, Syrian army units were patroling the streets of Aieppo, Homs, Hamah 
and Damascus, particularly around the mosques, for fear surprises would take place 
after the holiday prayers. 


According to other information, the city of Hamah is witnessing extreme unrest. 
The sounds of explosions and gunfire have been heard since early this morning. 


At the entrance to the Military Command of the Central Intelligence in Damascus 
a clash with antipersonnel bombs and handgrenades has taken place between armed 
men wearing Syrian special units uniforms and the guards of the center. A num 
ber of people were killed or wounded. 


On Monday, a blue Honda stormed the Soviet experts building in al-Qassa', in 
Damascus. Soon afterward it exploded, killing and wounding a number of people 


and causing serious material damage. Experts estimated the power of the explo- 
sion at about 30 kilograms of TNT. 


Bomb in Bus Station 
NC201421 Beirut Voice of Lebanon in Arabic 1215 GMT 20 Oct 81 
[Text] Information has reached the Voice of Lebanon saying that a time bomb 


exploded in a bus station near the public gardens opposite the al-Siyahah [tourist] 
Hotel in the city of Aleppo yesterday morning. A number of persons were killed 
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and others wounded. Heavy material damage was also caused by the explo- 
sion. 


In an ambush set up by the Muslim Brotherhood for a Syrian intelligence patrol 
in the al-Musharafiyah area, two members of the Intelligence Department were 
killed and the military vehicle was destroyed. Leaflets appeared in the streets 
threatening the Soviet experts to leave Syria. 


Meanwhile, the city of Aleppo has been kept awake by the sound of machinegun 
fire and shell explosions. 


In Idlib Province, intensified Syrian security patrols were seen particularly 
on the major roads lest security disturbances should erupt. 


In the city of Hamah, the inhabitants prevented the municipality workers from 
repairing the mosques which were damaged in the recent incidents, insisting that 
everything should remain as it is as an indication of what the places of worship 
have been subjected to by the intelligence and special units forces. 


In Latakia, houses and shops continue to be raided in the search for Muslim 
Brotherhood members in the wake of the explosions which occurred in the city. 
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SYRIA, PALESTINIANS PROTEST REMOVAL OF CAPUCCI 
PMO10913 Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 28 Sep 81 p 12 


{[Unattributed report: "Removal of Capucci From Jerusalem Bishopric; Patriarch 
Hakim Sticks to Decision Despite Strong Syrian and Palestinian Opposition”) 


[Excerpts] The decision by the patriarch of Antioch and the rest of the Orient 
for the Greek Catholic Church, Maximus Hakim, to appoint a new bishop in the 
place of Bishop Hilarion Capucci yesterday has aroused strong Syrian and 
Palestinian reactions rejecting the decision. 


AL-SAFIR reported yesterday that Patriarch Hakim, contrary to a synod decision 
in 1977, decided to appoint Father Lutfi al-Laham (Syria) to succeed Bishop 
Hilarion Capucci, whom Israel banished after he had spent 3 years in jail on 
charges of involvement with the Palestinian resistance. 


It seemed yesterday that Patriarch Hakim was insisting on his decision despite 
the strong reaction. AP quoted church officials in Damascus as saying that 
Hakim will go ahead with his decision. 


AP also quoted a senior Syrian official, whom it did not name, as saying yester- 
day that "Syria will fight against this decision to the death." 


The official said: "Patriarch Hakim is acting contrary to the will of the synod 
and the church. No official decision has yet been made regarding this appoint- 
ment." 


Majid Abu Sharar, member of the Fatah Movement Central Committee, said: "We 
still hope that His Beatitude Patriarch Hakim will consider the importance of 
the moral and political position Bishop Capucci enjoys not only among the 
Palestinian Arab people but also among ali strugglers against occupation, 
fascism and world Zionism." 


He added: "There is no doubt that the moral and political position Bishop 


Capucci enjoys requires that he should remain bishop of Jerusalem until the 
Zionist occupation ends." 


Yasir "Abd Rabbuh, assistant secretary general of the Democratic Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine, said that "the removal of Bishop Capucci from 
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his position is a gross error because it is a concession to the Israeli occu- 


piers’ stand against him and is a step that is totally condemmed by our people 
and our revolution." 


Concluding, he said: "We call upon Patriarch Hakim to respect the religious and 
patriotic feelings of the sons of Jerusalem and the occupied territories, as 
well as the feelings of the Palestinian revolution's strugglers and all Arab 


nationalists and to go back on this erroneous step which is a concession to the 
occupiers’ pressure." 
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BA'THISTS' EXECUTIONS IN IRAQ CONDEMNED 
JNO32014 Damascus Domestic Television Service in Arabic 1900 GMT 3 Oct 81 


[Text] The National Command of the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party has issued the 
following statement to the masses of our Arab nation: 


The National Command announces to the Arab people and to comrade strugglers in 
every part of the Arab homeland the death of 38 martyrs of our Ba'thist comrades-- 
civilians, military and women--who were executed along with several Iraqi 
patriotic and progressive strugglers by the fascist rightist regime in Iraq on 

26 September 1981. 


This massacre, which was committed by the hireling regime of Saddam, is a link in 
the series of crimes which are continuously committed by this regime against our 
party's strugglers and all the patriotic and progressive forces in Iraq. This 
abominable crime is committed to add a new caravan to the caravans of martyrs 
offered by our party in Iraq along the road of struggle against the fascist and 
agent authority and to reiterate the black malice being harbored by this regime 
against the strugglers of our party and the patriotic and progressive forces 
whose struggle has constituted a definite threat against its presence. 


This cowardly and bestial act, which was committed by the rightist and hireling 
regime against our progressive strugglers, who sacrificed their lives in struggle 
against imperialism, Zionism reactionary and their agent regimes in the area, led 
by Saddam Husayn's regime, is a continuation of the agent regime's practices. 
These practices are represented by the following: 


1. Ceaseless liquidation of strugglers who are facing this regime's terrorism 
and treason against the Iraqi people and the Arab nation's issues. 


2. Supporting the Muslim Brotherhood to enable it to kill and commit crimes in 
Syria, the stronghold of Arab steadfastmess and vanguard of the Arab nation in 
its militant march toward liberation and victory. 


3. Liquidating Iraq's strugglers, eviccing its sons, plundering its resources 
and keeping it far from the Arab nation's basic and fateful struggle against 


Zionism and imperialism. 


This directly serves the imperialist and Zionist schemes which are aimed at 
liquidating the Arab liberation movement and its military forces. It also 
undoubtedly exposes the role of this regime in implementing these schemes. 


oT 











O masses of our people in Iraq: The constant terrorism and oppression which is 
being pursued by the Iraqi regime will never sap the strength of our party's 
strugglers or that of the struggling masses who have struggled and knew how to 
face such liquidationist bloody methods with further determination to continue 
in order to wreck this fascist and hireling regime and set up a national, 
patriotic and democratic regime that would place Iraq in its natural place in 
the struggle of the Arab nation against its principal enemies-—-imperialisn, 
Zionism and reaction. 


The National Command asserts to the sons of our Arab nation in general and to the 
sons of our people in Iraq in particular that the criminal hands which committed 
this abominable massacre and other crimes against our people and strugglers will 
soon be punished by the masses for their crimes against the homeland, the nation 
and strugglers in Iraq and in the Arab arena. 


Glory and immortality to the innocent martyrs, and shame and ignominy to the 
killers and criminals! 


CSO: 4404/44 
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SYRIA 


SYRIAN, SOVIET YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS ISSUE STATEMENT 
JNO51847 Damascus Domestic Television Service in Arabic 1700 GMT 5 Oct 81 


[Text] The statement issued today on the results of the 9th Friendship Week 
between the Syrian Revolution Youth and the Soviet All-Union Komsomol asserted 
that the Syrian-Soviet friendship and cooperation treaty is a basis for develop- 
ing relations between youth organizations in the two countries. 


The two sides strongly condemned the Reagan administration's armament policy and 
its decision to begin the production of neutron weapons. 


They expressed anxiety regarding developments in the Middle East due to the acti- 
vation of the policy of aggression by U.S. imperialism and Zionisn. 


The two sides strongly condemned the U.S.-Israeli strategic cooperation agree- 
ment. They asserted that a just and comprehensive settlement of the Middle East 
crisis requires total Israeli withdrawal from all the occupied Arab territories 
and recognition of the Palestinian people's national legitimate rights, including 
their right to establish a national state on its national soil. 


The statement praised the role of the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front in 
confronting the challenges of imperialism, Zionism and reaction. They also 
praised Syria's role in strengthening the ranks of the front and its activities. 


Both sides expressed satisfaction with the results of the 9th Friendship Week 
between the Syrian Revolution Youth and the Soviet All-Union Komsomol. 


The statement was signed by Comrade Ibrahim Za'rur, member of the command and 
chairman of the Foreign Relations Office in the Syrian Revolution Youth, and 


Aleksandr Kolyakin, secretary of the Central Committee of the Soviet All-Union 
Komsomol . 


CSO: 4404/44 


9 











TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 


COOPERATION AGREEMENTS WITH SENEGAL--Tunisia's Information Minister Tahar Belkhojda 
and his Senegalese counterpart Duibo Ka signed on Tuesday in Tunis two cooperation 
agreements, one between Tunisia and Senegal and the other between TUNIS AFRIQUE 
PRESSE (TAP) news agency and Senegal's news agency "APS." They also signed an 
agreement for the twinning of the Tunisian and Senegalese dailies LA PRESSE and 
LE SOLEIL. Under the cooperation agreement signed between TAP and APS the two 
news agencies have the mutual right to receive and transmit through the press, 
radio and TV of the two countries their regular news services. And LE SOLEIL 
provides for the issue of a quarterly supplement of a page of LA PRESSE and LE 
SOLEIL, for the mutual exchange of a two week stay for the two newspapers’ 
journalists and for the establishment of a local and regular correspondence 
between them. Besides a cooperation agreement was signed between the RTT 
(Tunisian TV broadcasting) and Senegal's TV and radio broadcasting (ORTS). Both 
sides will also exchange regularly cultural, scientific and technical programmes. 
[Tunis TAP in English 1407 GMT 21 Oct 81 LD] 


cso: 4500/18 
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WESTERN SAHARA 


ACCUSATION BY POLISARIO DIPLOMAT REPORTED 
FLO11659 Bridgetown CANA in English 1655 GMT 21 Oct 81 


[Text] St Georges, Grenada, 21 Oct (CANA)-—-The Cuba-based POLISARIO Front 
Ambassador to Grenada Bulahe Mohammed Fadel has accused Morocco of waging an 
unjust and unrelentless war against Western Sahara. He told reporters that the 
war being waged by Morocco against the POLISARIO Front for the control of Western 
Sahara could only threaten peace and international security. 


Ambassador Mohammed Fadel estimated that the POLISARIO Front was in control of 90 
percent of the territory and said "we are demanding the immediate withdrawal of 
the Moroccan Army and administration." The POLISARIO Front diplomat has also 
accused King Hassan of Morocco of failing to implement a resolution adopted at 
the recent heads of government summit of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) 
in Kenya aimed at settling the dispute between Morocco and the POLISARIO Front. 
He said that King Hassan had agreed at the meeting in Kenya for the establishment 
of a special committee to draft a referendum which would guarantee the self- 
determination of the people in Wester Sahara. He, however, noted that the king 
has failed to honor the agreement and continues to maintain an army in Western 
Sahara in defiance of the agreements reached at the Kenya conference. 


Ambassador Mohammed Fadel said that the POLISARIO Front would continue to wage war 
against Morocco until the Western Sahara achieves its independence, as well as 
territorial integrity and sovereignty. He said that the POLISARIO Front was not 
alone in itss war of liberation against Morocco but that the legitimacy of its 
struggle has been recognized by the OAU, the nonaligned movement, the United 
Nations and other humanitarian and international political organizations. He 
added that the POLISARIO Front has also been getting recognition from a number of 
countries in Latin America and the Caribbean including Guyana, Jamaica, Grenada, 
Cuba, Nicaragua, Dominica, Saint Lucia, Mexico and Panama. 


He, howeve1:, hoped that the cther countries in the Caribbean basin would soon 
follow the others and recognize the POLISARIO Front as the sole and legitimate 
representat:ives of the people of Western Sahara. Ambassador Mohammed Fadel 
charged that Morocco was in a state of economic chaos and was only bent on 
continuing its war of aggression against the POLISARIO Front because of its 
desire to lay claim to the country's natural resources such as iron, petroleum 
and phosphates as well as its strategic location on the African continent. 
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The POLISARIO Front diplomat has accused Morocco of attempting to internationalize 
the conflict in the Western Sahara by alleging that Cuban troops were fighting 
alongside POLISARIO guerrillas in the war. "It is an attempt through this pre- 
text to call the United States to offer them moral help saying the danger is a 
confrontation between Morocco and foreign forces in the Western Sahara," he said. 


Ambassador Mohammed Fadel claimed that despite the fact that Western Sahara has 
been declared a war zone by the United Nations, the POLISARIO Front was able to 
make improvements in the health and educational standards of the country. 


He was due to leave here today following a 5-day official visit during which he 
presented his credentials to Governor General Sir Paul Scoon. Ambassador Mohammed 
Fadel also held discussions with Prime Minister Maurice Bishop, Foreign Minister 
Unison Whiteman as well as officials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


cso: 4500/18 
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WESTERN SAHARA 


REFERENDUM POPULATION BASE SUPPORTED 
Casablanca AL BAYANE in French 17 Sep 81 pp 1-3 


fArticle: "Several Documents Corroborate the Demographic Base of the Referendum, 
Confirming the Moroccan Identity of the Western Sahara"7 


{Text7 Our contemporary, AL WAHDA AL KOUBRA (Great Unity), a newspaper appearing in 
the northern part of the country, published on 1 September 1981 a special supplement 
containing a document relating to the population census in our Saharan provinces. 
This supplement takes note of both official and semi-official documents, research, 
and studies made prior to 1974. These documents confirm the authenticity and 
correctness of the census made by Spain in 1974. 


We recall that this statistical record of the Saharan population was prepared by 
Spain and deposited with the secretary general of the United Nations. The permanent 
representative of Spain to the United Nations informed the secretary general of the 
world organization of the census on 21 August 1974. Spain carried out the census 

for the purpose of organizing at that time a referendum for its own colonial purposes. 


In thanking our contemporary, AL WAHDA AL KOUBRA, for its contribution, we reproduce 
below the main factors which figure in these documents, namely: 


1. Study by the deputy representative for national affairs in the Spanish Residency 
in Morocco, Thoams Figueras, specialist in African affairs, entitled, "Santa Cruz de 
Mar, Pequeria, Ifni, Sahara," published in Madrid, 1941. On page 17 it takes note 
of the following statistics: 


--Quadi Eddahab has an area of 190,000 square kilometers and a population of 23,000 
people. 


--Saquia El Hamra, 82,000 square kilometers and 11,000 people. 
--Tarfaya, 25,600 square kilometers and 6,000 people. 


2. Study by the political and military governor for Spanish North: Africa (Sahara and 
Ifni), Col Angel Dominich, entitled, “Algo Sobre Rio de Oro" [Some Notes on Rio de 
Oro/, published by the Directorate for Morocco and the Colonies in Madrid, 1945. On 
page 124 it states that Ouadi Eddahab has an area of 185,400 square kilometers and a 
population of 24,105; Saquia Hamra, 82,000 square kilometers and 11,037 people; Ifni, 
1,700 square kilometers and 41,114 people. 
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3. Study prepared at the request of the Spanish resident genere .m Morocco, Dr 
Angel Flores Morales, entitled, "El Sahara Espagnol” /The Spanish Sahara7, pubi.- shed 
by the Residency General in Madrid in 1946. On page 33 it indicates that the 
respective populations of Rio de Oro, Saquia Hamra, and Tarfaya are of the orfer wi 
26,100, 12,800, and 11,900 people. 


4. The memoirs of General Danes, political and military governor of the Sahara from 
17 January 1904 to 10 November 1925, entitled: "Memoires: 22 Ans dans le Desert" 
Memoirs: 22 Years in the Desert7, published by the Directorate for Morocco and the 
Colonies in Madrid, 1947. On page 89 it states: 


--Ouadi Eddahab: 23,000 people. 
--Saquia Hamra: 11,000 people. 
--Tarfaya: 6,000 people. 
--Ifni: 43,000 people. 


5. The “Annuaire Statistique du Sahara Espagnol” /Statistical Yearbook of the Spanish 
Sahara/, published by the Spanish directorate for North Africa, states on pages 9 

and 26 that, on the basis of the 1950 census the three provinces of Tarfaya, Saquia 
Hamra, and Rio de Oro contain 33,256 Muslims and 1,130 Spaniards. 


6. “Le Sahara Espagnol" /The Spanish Sahara/, a book by the deputy director of the 
Spanish Institute for Political Studies in Madrid, Jose Maria Cordero Tones, published 
by the Institute in 1962. The author indicates there, on page 143, that, according 
to the census carried out in 1958 by the Directorate of the Colonies, the population 
of Ouadi Eddahab and Saquia Hamra included 17,525 Muslims and 1,710 Spaniards. 


7. Study by the specialist on African affairs, Professor Mario Miranda, entitled, 
"L'Espagne dans le Continent Africain" /Spain on the African Continent7, published by 
the Spanish Institute for African Studies in Madrid in 1963. It is indicated on 

pages 64 to 67 that Ouadi Eddahab and faquia Hamra had a population of 19,525 Muslims 
and 1,710 Spaniards, while Ifni had a population of 42,285 Muslims and 4,618 Spaniards. 





8. Study by General Jose D De Vegas, director for Morocco and the colonies, entitled, 
"Plazas y Provincias Africanas Espanolas” /Spanish African Towns and Provinces/, 
published by the Spanish Institute for African Studies in Madrid in 1962. On pages 
99 and 132 it states: 


--Ouadi Eddahab and Saquia Hamra have a population of 23,000 people. 

--Ifni has a population of 50,000 people. 

9. Study prepared at the request of the Spanish Institute for African Studies by a 
specialist on African questions, Renee Pelissiere, entitled, "Los Territorios 
Espanoles de Africa" /The Spanish Territories in Africa7, published by the Institute 
in 1964. On pages 7, 9, and 10 the population as of 1960 is stated to be: 


--Ifnmi: 48,236 Muslims and 4,759 Spaniards. 
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10. “La Sanidad en la Provincia del Sahara” /Health Conditims in Sahara Province/, 
a study published by the Spanish Institute for African Studies in 1969. On page 17 
it states: 


-~-OQuadi Eddahab: 33,152 people in 1966. 
--Saquia El Hamra: 46,740 people in 1967. 


ll. "Annuaire Statistique d'Espagne 1970" /Statistical Yearbook of Spain7, published 
on the basis of the census of the Spanish National Institute of Statistics, published 
in 1974. On page 406 it states that Ouadi Eddahab and Saquia Hamra have a population 
of 59,777 Muslims and 16,648 Spaniards. 


12. Study awarded the African Prize for literature for 1973, written by Professor 
Eduardo, “Estudio General del Sahara” /General Study on the Sahara7, and with a 
foreword by the governor of the Spanish Sahara, General Santiago, published in 1974 
by the Spanish Institute for African Studies. On pages 19 and 216 it is indicated 
that the districts of Dakhla, Laayoune, and Smara had a population of 71,000 Muslims 
and 30,000 Spaniards. 


From all these documents and studies it appears that the population of the provinces 
of Saquia Hamra and Ouadi Eddahab, according to the different versions and over the 
years was as follows: 


1945 35,142 1960 18,489 
1946 34,000 1962 23 ,000 
1946 38,900 1966 38,152 
1947 34,000 1967 46,740 
1950 33,256 1973 59,777 
1958 17,525 1974 71,000 


The statistical register of 1974 has confirmed that the population of the provinces of 
Saquia Hamra and Ouadi Eddahab was 73,497, including 38,336 men and 35,161 women. 


Thus, this data confirms the only demographic basis on which the referendum to confirm 
the Moroccan identity of our Sahara provinces should be carried out. It nullifies 
the fables made up by our critics. 


They provide evidence that the conclusions of the executive committee of the OAU at 
the Nairobi II conference, dealing with this point, were correct. 


5170 
cso: 4519/5 END 


65 








END OF 
FICHE 
ma pd 











